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10 Reasons Why Sibal’s IIT
Formula Doesn’t Work

:: Sanjeev Sanghi

Procedure: The new exam proposal

was announced by the HRD ministry
as a unilateral decision of the IIT Coun-
cil against the advice and decisions of a
majority of IIT faculty members, as was
seen from senate deliberations. The
senate is empowered by parliament
through the IIT Act to decide on admis-
sion criteria.

Boards: While a large number of

admission tests are undesirable, a
single test is even more so as it is likely to
lead to much more stress, and it can be
unfair to a large number of students. At
least two or three tests at different levels
of competition provide a cushioning
comfort for a large and diverse popula-
tion of aspirants. The syllabi of the 42
state boards that conduct Class XII exam-
inations vary widely. Thus, before the
unification of exams, it is absolutely
essential that the syllabi in all the boards
are uniform. Further, the real cause of
the stress on students is the extra num-
ber of exams being conducted by private
colleges and other government universi-
ties (such as BITS & Vellore). These insti-
tutes should align themselves with one of
the three existing government exams.

Marks: Using school board marks
through percentile-based normali-
sation, as proposed, is untested, and

based on questionable hypotheses. The
procedure has not been fully endorsed
even by the expert committee consulted *
for the purpose. The new scheme adds
percentile marks in the board exam to
actual marks being obtained by students
in the new JEE exam. Percentile is indica-
tive of rank while actual marks give a
value based on the test performance.
Adding the two in this way without a
proper analysis is mathematically
absurd. Further, the students should
have an idea of how the percentage
scores would be mapped to percentiles.

Dry Runs: Since the data from

school boards is required to calcu-
late the ranks, it is absolutely essential
to have a dry run before this is imple-
mented. In one or two state boards,
Class X1l results are based on both Class
XlIand XII. There is one board that con-
ducts the exam in June and announces
the results in August. How will such sit-
uations be accounted for? A dry run
would give an idea of all the problems.

Schools: Students are the victims

of a bad school system and not its
cause. Also, attributing failure of the
schooling system to engineering admis-
sion tests is to abrogate the responsibili-
ty of improving it, while serious prob-

quality teachers and institutions contin-
ue to remain unaddressed.

Coaching: The issue of coaching

classes is a social phenomenon.
When only 5,000 seats are available in
IITs and there are 15 lakh aspirants, it is
inevitable that children or their parents
will spend money to get extra help. In
India, coaching flourishes for any type
of examination in the form of school
tuitions, coaching for IAS, IIM, GATE,
bank exams, GRE, SAT etc. Coaching
classes have pervaded the system fur-
ther in two ways. First, they have
entered schools with students getting
coaching from their school itself, Sec-
ond, there is a nexus between coaching
classes and schools, and children get
full attendance despite not attending
school. The new scheme is not going to
curb any of this. In fact, it will magnify
the problem as coaching classes will
add Class XII syllabus to their domain.

2013: For students aspiring to

appear in JEE 2013, the IIT Coun-
cil proposal is a breach of trust. Both
the processes and content of the new
examination will not be clear to them
any time soon because work on details
has not even been initiated. In no case
should any new system be introduced

lems such as rise of coaching and lack of  before 2014.

Small Test: Many IITs had sug-

gested that IIT-JEE be held for a
small number of students followinga
preliminary examination so that a test
for the truly talented could be
designed better. The IIT Council pro-
posal, on the other hand, ranks the top
10,000 students for IITs by merely
applying a numerical filter on the
results of an examination meant to
select an estimated 1,00,000 out of
12,00,000 students. Clearly any such
filtering will not work.

Trust: The trust that [IT-JEE has
earned over the past five decades is

"due to the continuous evolution of

processes and unflinching devotion of
the faculty and staff of IITs. Fragment-
ing the responsibility of conducting the
tests is likely to dissuade the IIT faculty
from participating. Any test leading to
ranking in IT admissions must be whol-
ly owned by ITs.

1 Autonomy: I1Ts have become

what they are because they
have been allowed to function inde-
pendently, and set standards in carry-
ing out theif academic responsibilities.
‘The IIT Council proposal, if imple-
mented, will seriously compromise the
autonomy so essential for lTs to
remain what they are. W
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Despite Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh's assur-
ance of intervening in the row
over the process for qualifying
to the coveted Indian Institute
of Technology, IIT Kanpur is
exploring legal options to be
able to conduct an entrance test
on its own.

Sources in the ITT-K senate
said that the council of IITs can
only advice the Academic sen-
ate which is not binding on the
senates, and according to legal
opinions, they can still go

ead with the Joint Entrance
Examination,

The IIT-K Senate has
already sent their dissent note
in writing to the chairman of
[Ts Council, HRD Ministry
and chairman of the Board of
Governors, IIT Kanpur,

“The recommendation
process is in contradiction of
the stand of Senate as repre-
sented by its chairman in the
council meeting held on May:
12, 2012, Consequently, the
senate resolves to record its
forceful dissent of the council
resolution related to JEE,” said
Sanjay G Dhande, director,
IIT-K and chairman of the
Senate, in his Dissent Note to
stakeholders.

“They wanted us to put the
Dissent Note in writing and we
have done so. Furthermore,
legal opinion has been sought

and in any case, the decision of
either the HRD Ministry or
council of I1Ts is not binding
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on the sénates which clearly
means even if the Government
is not serious in revoking its
order, the Kanpur IIT W].ﬁ go
ahead and conduct an inde-
pendent entrance test,” a senior
senator at IIT Kanpur said
over phone.

The IIT Delhi Alumni
Association has already threat-
ened that if the Centre does not
change the proposed pattern,
they would take the battle to
court,

1IT Delhi’s Regular Senate
Meeting has been convened for
June 21, however, sources said

that as-of now, the agenda
meeting does not include dis-
cussion on a separate IIT
Entrance test as announced by

IITK. “The Delhi IIT was per--

haps anticipating that the meet-
ing with PM might bring some
surprises and that is why the
JEE has, as of now, not been
included in the agenda. If it is
not included, then the decision
to ratify the Kanpur senate
opinion may be taken in a
Special Senate Meeting that can
be called any day” a Delhi IIT
senator said, requesting
anonymity. Bombay IIT’s

Special Senate Meeting is
scheduled for June 27,

Meanwhile, the minutes
of JEE available with The
Pioneer, has clearly pointed that
all Academic Senates except IIT
Guwahati in a2 meeting with the
HRD Minister Kapil Sibal on
May 12, 2012 opined that there
should not be any changes in
the examination pattern till
2013. However, the council of
IITs and other stakeholders
meeting chaired by HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal ignored
the opinion of the senates thus
leading to the present predica-
ment for all - the institutes, the
Government, IIT aspirants and
several guardians,
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Common Entrance Test Some lITsrefuse to come under the ambit of CET saying itis flawed

One nation, One test

Prakash Kumar

ith the vision of relieving
aspiring engineers from
the burden of writing mul-
tiple admission tests, the
government recently decided to conduct
ajoin'( entrance examination for entry
ey

A faculty member of IIT-Kanpur con-
tendedthat the one nation one test would
putrural children at a disadvantage as it
was bound to have elements of the exist-
ing JEE that tests conceptual rigour. Ru-
ralstudentsare not exposed to the kind of
rigour needed to understand fundamen-
tal principles in any domain. However, a

leges, lnr:ludmg Indlan ].nslmntes ofT:ch—
nology (IITs), fros
The Human Resource D

majority of per cent),
who participated in the opinion poll, had
favoured giving wexﬂht;\ge to overall and

consistent

Ministry planned o launch the new com-
mon entrance test, ap-

of school boards.
Al d

proved by the apex1IT Council, National

posed common test, and many, mcludmg

NTTs) and Indi-
anInstitutes of Information Technology,
ata joint meeting held in the national

and Gujarat, expressed
their eagerness to adopt it in the techni-
calinstitutions coming under their juris-

capital on May 28. d:cnon
But, the of the pro- -
posed test, which seek geIT-JEE  nal msinFeb-

(Joint Entrance Examination for admis-
sion toIITs) and AIEEE (All India Engi-

ruary this year, the Senates of the various
IITs reviewed the proposal between April

neering Entrance Examination), has en- 25 and May 5.

ction | Ofth Id1ITs, th
of the f:\cul_ty, students Guwahati, Kharagpur,
and alumni of the ITs Amund 150 entrance Madras and Roorkee °

are up in arms against

supported the pro-

the examination format, posed joint entrance
citing several lacunae, exams are held every examination. T
a’ﬂgmg erirance ex year for admissions Bombay proposed to
a on’ osal . Y retain the present sys-
isgenesisintie iprin toengineering tam “with pingrmod:
ciple’ approval accordet ifications”, while IIT
toitbythe Council of IITs Co"egs aaoss the Kanpur’s Senate want-
in its meeting held on ed“substantial modifi-

September 14 last year.

‘This was based on the
TRamasami Committee
report, which recom-
mended a common ria-
tional examination with world.
weightage to marks ob-
tained in the state board
exams, and normalised on the basis of
percentile formula developed by the Indi-
an Statistical Institute, Kolkata,

Though many IIT faculty members
and alumni did not favour a common
test, anopinion poll on the Ramasamire-
port, conducted through the Central
Gwemmen(spona.l lastyear, saw 85 per
cent of the i there-

country, afeat which
has no parallel
anywhereinthe

cation”, an HRD Min-
istry official told
Deccan Herald.

‘The views of the IIT
Senates were placed
before the ITT Council

| held on May 12, and

again at ‘the joint

meenng ofthe Council with NITs and IT-
ITs on May

The Councll in its May 12 meeting ob-
served: “Byand large, the middle ground
of opinions expressed by ITT Senatesrec-
ommend that the Class XII Board results
along with the National Test (Mains) be
considered as sereening or gating with

forms in lhE cnrrent entrance test sys-
tem, while7: holding

Test (Advanced level) being
solely used for ranking purposes for ad-

discussion among the ITTs so that it could
beimplemented from the year 2014.
Subsequently, the members of the

-Council decided to adopt the two-part

joint entrance examination tobe held on
the same day, from year 2013,

Under this two-tier selection proce-
dure, the Council allowed the ITTs to first
assess candidates on the basis of the JEE
Main and their Class XII marks nor-
malised on percentile basis, giving equal
weightage to both, and screen a fixed
number of students. The Council made it
clear that the ranking for admission to
undergraduate programmes in IITs
would be based entirely on the perform-
ance in JEE-Advanced by th

objective and multiple choice type, It was
agreed that the Joint Admission Board
(TAB) of the IIT system would have “com-
plete control” over the academic compo-
nents of the test such as paper setting,
evaluation and preparation of the merit
fist, among others, while the
provide the administrative and lop‘snc
support for the conduct of examination
across the country.

But, this did not convince opponents of
the common test. The Council's decision

nalising the modalities of the entrance
examination. The committee, to the ex-
tent possible, shall coordinate with other
1ITs to conduct the test jointly. The reso-
lution passed by the Senate, however, is
subject to approval by the Board of Gov-
ernors of the IIT before it comes into ef-
fect, as per the Institute of Technology
Act, 1961,

Legal route
‘The IIT Alumni Association has threat-

was dubbed as an “attack on th
my"” of I1Ts by their alumni association.
‘The All India IIT Faculty Federation has
sought that the government restor e Ts'

ened against the IIT Coun-
cil decision. Association president Som-
‘nath Bharti contended that under the IT
Act, the IIT Council can only advice or

candidates.
But for other Centrally funded techni-
cali :

anational test. hke the scholastic aptitude

It alm took note of the proposals of

test inthe United State:

T faculty came up with differing
views on the proposed normalisation of
the Board marks through percentile for-
mula, weightage tobe given to the Board
examination, eligibility criteria, method-
ology of selection and the year of intro-
duction of the proposed test.

IIT Kharagpur
faculty threaten
~hunger strlke

Salbal Gupta

he ITT-Kharagpur Teachers’ As-
sociation has threatened to go
onahunger strike if the Centre
does not roll back the common en-
trance test decision though the insti-
tute’s senate conveyed its support to
the proposal earlier this month.
Institute director Damodar Acharya
said on June 2 that the institute had no
objection to a common test and that it
has been i tothe HRD

someof
ofcandldales (about five times the num-
ber of seats for admission in the IIT. i
tem) from

(CFTIs), it was decided
thm they would continue to be governed
by the proposed policy of ranking based
on 40 per cent weightage to Class XII
Board marks, 30 per cent weightage to
in JEE-Mains and another

igible toappear in the Advanced test to he

conducted by the IITs. It further agreed

thatthe details of the Advanced test would
el 0 y

30 per cent weightage for performance
in JEE-Advance:
The Council dt‘ndt‘d that both JEE-

through

Main and JEE-Adr d tests would be

‘One testwﬂlbe benchmark’

me Sandeep
Sancheti re-
cently took
over as the Director
of National Institute
of Technology (NIT)
- Delhi, but contin-
uestobein-charge
Director of NIT-
Karnataka, from where he migrated. A
strong votary of the proposed merger of
NIT-JEE and AIEEE to bring in a com-
mon entrance test from 2013, heis an
alumnus of Regional Engineering Col-
lege, Warangal and holds a doctorate
from Queens University of the UK. He is
currently Chairman of Direct Admis-
sion of Students from Abroad (DASA}
schemes of the HRD Ministry, whom he
actively assisted in the planning and de-
sign of the proposed unified test. Ex-
cerpts of an interaction with Ronald
Anil Fernandes of Deccan Herald:

Yours views on the HRD ministry's
one nation one test proposal?

Ministry.

Speakmg to Deccan Herald, Teach-
ers’ Association General Secretary
Proshanra Guhasaid, “All the teachers

Inot
entrancetest, but alsowish that there
should besingle counselling wherever
‘possible. The new system may be abench-

May2
opposed the move. Following this, a
special senate meeting was called on

‘markin interna-

tionalinstitutes may follow our model.

May 3, where member
teachers partl(’lpaled But then.onrdx—

If any?
The new format (CET) proposed forad-

rector

mission:
TTs and other cenﬂ‘ally

hehad forwarded
of the May 2 senate meeting, stating
that IIT-KGP agreed to the proposal”.
Guha, who was part of the delegation
that metthe Prime Minister said, “Itold
the Prime Minister that it is not the re-
sponsibility of the [TTsto take care of the
students of state boards, whose stan-
dardis said to bedeunor.mng"
“Thereare manyboards where there
isno pass-ail; Isystem till class. engn and

funded institutes like NTTs and IIITs af-
ter replacing the IIT-JEE and AIEEE,
will reduce the burden on students toa
great extent, Students henceforth need
not write many exams for which they
will have to prepare over and again. Sec-
ondly, itis proposed tohold the CET
twice ayear so thatan unsucccssiul stu-

y “officially”
tion or acccpmnce fram the various IIT

o

Itis the Senate of each IIT
‘which has POwers to pr omulgate ordi-
includ-

[ BT AR M WU TR H R
The extreme level of
competitiveness in the
screening processes employed
for deciding access to profes-
sional education in the
country, is not without its
psychological or sociological
implications for the saciety.
There is a need for reducing
the multiplicity of these
examinations. A report...

[t Nl RE AL RN R NN R AN

Alumni speak...

heyare proud IIT alumni. Walking

inthe soft golden autumn light of

their lives, these former ITians in
various sectors harbour strong but varied
opinions on the ‘One nation One test’
proposal. The IIT-JEE exam, which like
TAS that once tested candidates’ creative
approach to applied physical sciences,
over the years encourages Paviovian con-
ditioned students. Considering the de- *
generation in educational standards, the
proposal for doing away has evoked a
‘maelstrom of emotions amongst former
ITians. Some responses:

SURESH
SRIVASTAVA
(Ex-President, T Delhi
alumni batch of late
1960s) from New Delhi:
1tis high time that
the JEE is done
away withand a
common exam put
in place. Those who
are opposing it want to protect their
feudal elitist biases. This class is scared
that the deprived and depressed sec-
tions of society may enter the hal-
lowed portals of applied scientific in-
stitutions. At present a major chunk of
IIT students are from upper class hav-
ing all the benefits of institutional
coaching. And when they come out, a
simple survey would reveal hardly one
per cent contributes to technology sec-
tor..most of them end up in banks and
other financial sectors.

tion finalised by i Coum:ll.

The Senate of IIT-Kanpur has raised a
banner of revolt against the Council’s de-
cision and even passed a resolution to

ing admissions, which, of course, has to

be approved by the Board of Governors.
HRD Ministry officials, however,

counter the argument stating thatthe lIT

holdiits own
to the institution's under graduate pro-
grammes in 2013.

‘The Senate authorised the Institute’s
director to set up a committee in consul-
tation with the dean of academics for fi-

Council can’ under theT T
Actin “matters of common interest”, and
issue of admissions to the IITsis a marter
of common interest. “IIT Council is the
highest decision making body of the
Irts,”an official said.

Senate is mightier than
the Council, says lIT-K

Sanjay Pandey

pur, which has decided to conductits
own entrance test from the next ac-
the union

Indian Institute of Technology-Kan-

dent getsasecond option
is not there in the present system).
‘Thirdly, since the students seeking ad-
mission to central institutes will have 40
per cent weightage given to their Plus
Two board marks, the students’ overall
academic performance will be taken
into account,

Do you think NITs too should merge
with IiTs?

‘You may be aware that NIT-Karnataka
‘has been maintaining the top position

" (best NIT in the country) for the last

couple of years. The moment it gets IIT-
tag, the people of Karnataka would lose
an NIT, which is the best NIT in the
country and much ahead of many ITTs.
Instead, the authorities concerned can
sanction an IIT for the State, There are
20 old NITs and 10 new NITs. The NTT-K
was established in 1960.

Many fear common entrance test will

adversely affect quality of NITs and

the graduates they produce?

Itshould not and it will not. On the other
d, as many as nillion students

will beaffected positively.

HRD minister Kapil Sibal’s ‘One Na-
tion,One Test’ proposal, feels that its
stand is in the interest of the students
and made it clear that there was no go-
ing back on the decision now. .

The decision of IIT-Kis being dubbed
as historic by many as it, according to
the faculty members and students,
seeks to maintain the high standard of
educationin the institute without both-
ering about the consequences.

“The idea of CET for all IITs, NITs
and IITs is flawed....it will dilute the
quality besides increasing stress on the
students”, say the faculty and the stu-

cannot dilute the quality...the new for-
mat is full of flaws and unacceptable”,
hesaid.

The IIT-K senate had recently met
and adopted a resolution to this effect.
‘The Senate had invoked ‘ordinance 3.2,
to claim that it was fully empowered to
conduct the entrance examination for
admissions to its undergraduate pro-
grammes in 2013 and was even pre-
pared to fight the battle in the courts if
the Council took recourse to legal ac-
tion against the institute. “The power of
the Academic Senate is far more than
the Council®, the faculty members
opined.

‘The resolution also authorised the
Chairman of the Senate to form a com-
mittee for conducting JEE 2013 by IT
Kanpur and said that the undergradu-
ate. admlmons committee would organ-

dents of the

institute. and counsel
Although representatives of IIT-K .
were part of the IIT faculty delegation United they stand

that met Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh on Friday to discuss the con-
tentious issue, they made it clear that
there will be no ‘re-think’ on the matter.

“We will go ahead with our plan to
hold a separate entrance test...", Prof
Deepak Gupta, an IITK faculty, told
Deccan Herald.

Prof Gupta strongly justified the de-

cision to chart a separate path. “We |

‘The Student Senate of the Institute Has
voiced its strong opposition and warned
the government against tampering with
the autonomy of the institute.

“We will protest if the decision of the
Academic Senate is overturned and the
new format is thrust upon us...we will
wear black badges while attending
classes if that is done", said Abhai Jain,
Chairman of the Student Senate,

It’'s not we versus them: ITT-Madras

MR Venkatesh

how st possible

ing out of these boards to make theu'
way to the ITTs, T asked the PM,” Guha
added, “Educationis now the bestbusi-

he summer heat s still unsparing
on CI but the vast,
‘woody Indian Institute of Tech”

nology Madras (IIT-M) campus here is
deep and lovely to absorb any shock

¥ investany
thing. Only you need to have a building
and thatis enough and the government
is trying to promote that,” a senior fac-
ulty of iIT Kharagpur told Deccan Her-
ald on condition of anonymity.

“By introducing the common en-
trance test the government is trying to
destroy the ITTs which have earned in-
ternational reputation over years, so
that ﬂley can make way for the foreign
universities who are coming only to do
buamess, the professor added.

e IIT-JEE is the best exam sys-
tem in the world. It ensures the quality
of ourstudent intake,” Guha said.

waves of raging outside
he Centre’s ‘one-nation-one-test’
‘om 2013 for admitting students to
all undergraduate (UG) engineering
courses across India.

“There is nothing like IIT-M support-
ing the proposal or not supporting,”
counters Prof K Ramamurthy, Dean,
Academic Courses, IIT-M and a Senate
member, speaking to Deccan Herald.

Giving the genesis of IIT-M's decision
on the issue, Ramamurthy said the ITT-
M, like others, was asked by the Union
HRD Ministry to consider a matrix of is-
sues. The IIT-M Senate which met on
‘May 3 last had a “thorough discussion”,

candidates for admission to IITs” were
sentto the Central Government, he said,
quoting his boss, the IIT-Madras Direc-
tor, Prof Bhaskar Ramamurthy, who is
abroad.

Subsequently, the IIT-Council in New

Institutes of Science Education and Re-
search, etc. It, thus, “considerably
brings down stress levels” among stu-
dents, explained the [IT-M Dean.

Welghtage to Boards
for the exami-

Delhi adopted one of the
tions of IIT-M “with minor modifica-
tions”, that in effect “we are in tune with
them (IlT -Council)”, the Dean said.

The IIT-JEE with multiple choice
questions which came into force from
2006 is also a two-part exam, one taken
in the morning and another in the after-
noon, both testing I[T-aspirants in
Maths, Physics and Chemistry, ‘MPC'as
itis popularly known.

The new proposal sent by IIT-M is
wider in its scope. The test could be ad-
‘ministered to not just IIT- aspirants, but
allstudents seeking engineering and re-
lated UG disciplines in various ‘Centre
Funded Institutions’ like the National

based onwhich for rankin;

Institutes of (NITs), Indian

nee’s respective Board Exam was aimed
at mitigating the harmful effects of IT-
JEE coaching class syndrome’ so that
students were able to devote attention to
their ‘Plus Two exam also,” said another
academic at IIT-Madras, who did not
‘want to be quoted.

Students differ

The new exam scheme has not gone
down well with several IIT-M students.
“On the plus side, the common test may
stem the proliferation of coaching class-
es; but the JEE is part of a rich heritage
the IITs have built over the years and
that should not suffer,” cautions
Pushkal, pursuing a Masters in Human-

ities at IIT-M. The students’ core appre-
hension about the proposed common
entrance test (CET) boils down to this:
‘When various State Boards evaluate
“Plus Two’ answer-sheets differently, as-
signing a big 40 per cent weightage to
that in the CET could be “unfair” to
CBSE and other Pan-Indian Boards’stu~
dents under which evaluation is ‘more
tougher’.

“With different states having differ-
entevaluation patterns at ‘Plus Two' lev-
el, they will face a tough problem stan-
dardising them; unless they have a
satisfactory, common system for nor-
malising the marks, it will not be fair to
all students, particularly for very good
students from other Boards that are not
5o liberal in their markings,” mused
Bangalore-based girl student, Preethi
Shandur, at IIT-M. Her views were
echoed by several other students, in-
cluding Rangaduraiwho s doing an MS
in Computer Science.

{IT Kanpur alumnus-
late 1970s) from

1 vehementty op-
pose the merger, it
Is sheer rubbish. JEE
tests, even though
the standard has
gone done, should be kept apart. Going
by Minister Sibal's logic, one should also
have a common public service commis-
sion..why hold IAS and state service
commission exams separately? The
merger would lead to degeneration and
also deprive the students, who at least
now have the opportunity to knock on
various dcurs of exams.

‘CHATURVED!
Q4T Kamour alumnus)
from Mumbal:

Let's accept that nr
is one of the best
managed technical
educational institu-
tions in the country.
And let's also accept
the stark reality that over the years

the IIT entrance exams have gone for a
toss. Now if we accept these hypothe-
ses, then the logical outcome would be:
more dilution to IIT grads. India has dif-
ferent boards with different norms and
yardsticks. How will you assess differ-
ent gradation in 12th standard as one

of the acceptability factor for gaining
admission into an institution having a
brand across the world?

PRAVEEN
TRIPATHI

(IT Kanpur alumnus)
from

My basic premlse
is simple: Why
meddle with things
and institutions
that are running
smoothly and efficiently. | fail to com-
prehend as to why Sibal does not focus
on issues where fixing is required. Take
for example the issue of private engi-
neering colleges..not many know that
share of private engineering colleges
&goes beyond the total 75 per cent of
engineering graduates. Like the differ-
ent secondary boards, even JEE and
AIEEE were created because of differ-
ent measuring yardsticks.

‘MOHAN ARORA(IT
Alumnus) from Kolkata:
I think Sibal has
taken the right step.
1 fail to comprehend
w4 Why such ahutla-

] baloo is being made

merger. Al lhE end of the day, | feel it
does not make much difference be-
cause, logically...t is a competition
wherein the top ranking students
would get admission into the preferred
institutions such as IIT, which has a
brand value. The reason why objection
is being raised is because I1T boards
are apprehensive about losing their au-
tonomy. But overall, if the scenario is
analysed, then this is the first step in
doing away with different state boards.
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Teachers’ federation
backs IT'Ts against
centralised test

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
ALLAHABAD, JUNE15

THE Federation of Central
Umniversities Teachers’ Associ-
ations (FEDCUTA ) has lent
support {o the Indian Insti-
tutes ol Technology (HT8) for
their stand against the Min-
istry of Human Resource De-
velopment’s (MHRD) pro-
posed ceniralised entrance
cxamination system for
higher and technical institu-
tions. The teachers’ associa-
tions of 40 central universi-
ties in the country are
affiliated to FEDCUTA.

The HTs have opposed
the changes proposed by
MHRD on the ground that it
would dilute their excel-
tence. The MHRD has been
maintaining that a cen-
tralised admission sysicm
would spare the students the
stress of sitting in multiple
cnfrance examinations, be-
sides reducing the domi-
nance of coaching centres.

Addressing a press con-
ference herc on  Friday,
FEDCUTA president Prof
G C Tripathi said, “HTs
should be left to decide their
own system ol admission.
Otherwise, their quality will
deteriorate.”

Prof Tripathi added that
none of the stated objectives
as proposed by the MHRD

g@@ % ﬁg nave

ophosed the changes
sranesed by MHERD on
the grount thatit
would difute thely
pxcelience

are goingto be met through
the changes it wants. “How
can including the weightage
of Class 12 examination in
the entrance fest help im-
prove quality of education at
secondary level? It can only
improve by investing inqual-
ity infrastructure and teach-
crsinthe schools,” he said.

Prof Tripathisaid that the
MHRD’s proposed mea-
sures smacked of a conspir-
acy to lower the primacy of
HTs and pave way {or eniry of
private players, including for-
cign institutions, “The pri-
mary and sccondary educa-
tion sectors have already
been usurped by the private
players. The government
now wanis to do the same at
the higher education lfevel,”
said Prof Tripathi. He added
that the central universities
were already feeling the
tremendous squeeze on their
autonomy at the handsof the
babus in the ministry and the
University Grants Commis-
sion.
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Why IIT-JEE should not be scrapped

Sahil Jain

he major concerns about

the entrance examin-
ations for admissions to engi-
neering colleges are
multiplicity of tests (leading
to stress?), a flourishing
coaching industry which is
not affordable for the poor,
and the complete ignorance
of school by students. But un-
fortunately, the new format,
introduced by the Ministry of
Human Resource Develop-
ment, is aimed at solving
none of them.

First of all, I would like to
ask our Minister which sur-
vey or report suggests that a
multiplicity of examinations
causes more stress.

Till now, for seeking ad-

mission to a Centrally-fund-
ed government institution, a
student has two opportuni-
ties — IIT-JEE and AIEEE.
One of my friends failed her
IIT-JEE examination (in
2009), could not make it to an
IIT, but got a three- digit rank
in AIEEE (among 12 lakh stu-
dents) and a two-digit rank in
DCE (for the Delhi College of
Engineering). Did multiplic-
ity reduce or increase her
stress? Had there been just
one examination, her career
would have been doomed.
The new format will com-
bine the IIT-JEE and the
AIEEE, and hence admis-
sions to all Central govern-
ment-funded institutions
(the IITs, the NITs, the I1ITs)
will take place through this

new examination, which
means a student has got just
one opportunity to perform,
leading to more stress.

But what about private col-
leges? The new format says
the entrance examinations
for private colleges like BITS,
VIT, Manipal , Symbiosis,
etc.,, would continue,

The private colleges charge
not less than Rs 1,000 for
their entrance test, a huge
source of income for them,
But the new format has done
nothing about it. It is clear
that the government is selling
the country a myth of “one
nation one test.”

Rather than running after
coaching institutes to shut
them down, the government
should have done some retro-

spection. Coaching is nothing
but a form of tuition. A tutor
is required only when our ex-
isting systems fail to deliver.

Nowadays, students, as
early as in Standard IV, go for
tuition, because our school-
ing has perhaps failed miser-
ably. Lack of teachers and
basic facilities like toilets and
water, to name a few. Will our
honourable Minister ban all
these tuitions too?

When You have to select
5,000 out of 12 lakh students,
the standard of the examin-
ation will definitely be tough.
Had the school education
been efficient and sufficient,
there would not have been
any need for coaching at all.

With the issue of coaching
the government is worried for

the 95 per cent who do not
make it to the IITs.

But what will the new for-
mat do?

With the new format in
place, a parallel coaching in-
dustry would flourish, prom-
ising excellent results in
board examinations as well.
Infact, afew coaching centres
have already started 2-in-1
study packages.

A sincere effort could have
been made, starting with a
screening test in Standard XI

In Standard XII Boards, for
physics and chemistry, 30 out
of 100 marks are awarded for
practicals (laboratory per-
formance), the sole criterion
of which is “impression on
teachers.” If you were the fa-
vourite student, you got 30/
30, and the range of marks
‘would be 25-30.

What is the point of in-
creasing the “importance of
boards” when a significant
number of board examin-
ations are based on an indif-
ferent syllabus, and a
teaching style that discourag-
es analytical skills and cre-
ative thinking and actually

rote I i

itself, to be d d by the
IITs, which would filter the
students and keep a check on
the coaching industry, which
makes false promises to stu-
dents as well as parents, and
keeps minting money for two
consecutive years.

In the IIT-JEE merit list,
one mark is equivalent to 100
ranks — i.e., with a difference
of one mark, a difference of
100 ranks occurs. Such is the
high competence level of the
IIT-JEE. Now imagine a stu-

dent securing a better rank,

by 500 points, just because
the school teacher gave him
30/30 in the practicals. What
a joke! Imagine the quality of
students who would be enter-
ing the ITTs.

What logic suggests that we
inject something that is
plagued by different kinds of
unfair practices (board ex-
ams) — paper leaks, mass
copying, corruption, schedule
glitches and revaluations —
into an entrance system that
is currently working without
these influences?
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With 42 board examin-
ations in the country, I fail to
understand how the normal-
isation process will be done.
Inoneboard, 70% could be 95
percentile, while in another,
85% could be 90 percentile.

Hence, the IIT-JEE should
not be scrapped at all, and in-
stead of imposing his own
“creative ideas,” our Minister
should initiate wider consul-
tations with all stakeholders
of the IITs — professors, stu-
dents and the alumni ~ to
find solutions,

(sahil.2441@gmail.com)

With 42 board examinations in

the country, 1 fail to understand how
the normalisation process is going to be
done. In one board, 70% could be 95
percentile, while at the other, 85%
could be 90 percentile.
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Dr. Sibal, your
remedy worse
than the disease-

T. Rajagopalan

he efficient functioning

of the Indian Institutes
of Technology (IITs) over the
last five decades has made the
nation proud. The secret of
success is non-interference
by government agencies in
the admission and selection
of students for the under-
graduate B.Tech. course. In-
deed, the Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE) to the
IITs can be said to be one of
the verybest selection testsin
the world. This was refined
over a period of time, and it
evolved into a good assess-
ment of an aspiring candi-
date’s mental and analytical
reasoning. By its very nature,
the JEE cannot be equated or
compared with the several
board examinations held in
different States after Class 12.

It is no exaggeration to say
that the cream of the youth
got into the IITs because of
the rigour of testing and unbi-
ased procedures. Nobody, in-
cluding the progeny of the
highest dignitary in the land,
could enter the portals of the
1ITs solely banking on influ-
ence. Naturally, the products
of the institutions became the
hot favourites for employers
all over the world.

Tinkering with and re-
vamping of the examination
system for entrance to these
prestigious institutions need
to be avoided when it has
been found to be sound. True,
the contents of the board syl-
labi must also be learnt well
by students. But the JEE even
as it exists today cannot be
cleared by the candidates
without the subject knowl-
edge gained from the differ-
ent Central and Board syllabi
for the Standard XI and XII.
The JEE goes beyond these
since many application-ori-
ented questions {essential for
aregimen of engineering edu-
cation) figure in the question
papers.

1t is worth recalling that a
committee appointed a few
years ago to review the func-
tioning of the I1ITs suggested
the jettisoning of the B. Tech
degree course and offering
only the M. Tech and doctoral
programmes. This was con-
sidered preposterous by the
academic world and cut no ice
with the people in the know of
things. The reason: It is the
undergraduate course which
is the bulwark of the IIT sys-
tem providing a pool of excel-
lence at an early stage.

Luckily, the suggestion was
not implemented making the
availability of a reservoir of
good technical manpower at
the higher levels. No doubt,
there is need for continuous
refinement of the JEE and
this is already happening
without sacrificing the valid-
ity of assessment,

The Senate of each IIT has
a great role to play because of
the stakes involved. Now re-
ports indicate a divided opin-
ion among the Senates of
different IITs on the latest
proposal to modify the JEE.
The Human Resource Devel-
opment Ministry under Kapil
Sibal has stirred up a hornets’
nest and now the Minister
says he respects the autono-
my of the IITs and that he is
ready for discussions though
he is certain about “One In-
dia, one test.” What the Min-
ister must remember is the
adage that the remedy must
notbe worse than the disease.

(The writer is a former
Education Correspondent of
The Hindu. trajagopalan@

yahoo. com)
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Sibal & human resnuvrce
underdevelopment

While the UPA Government is being continually C
upbraided by the media and economists for stalling
India’s growth story, what is less recognised is its fervent

push for ‘reforms’ in the higher education space. Much of -
what it is trying to achieve is in line with the global capital- . .
ist perspective on higher education — to modularise and
segmentise knowledge as consumable components, to puta
price tag on knowledge acquisition {promoting in the '
process the interests of financers though a student loan

based funding regime), and to monetise state facilities on

the one hand (through private-public collaboration) and
promote private enterprise in the sector on the other. t

Where it ought to be ushering reforms (as in the manner. *..
of governance delivery and bureaucracy) the Government
claims impotence, and where it ought to allow the State to
function optimally (given the clear mandate it has from -
Indid’s post Independence experience of the meaningful con- . -
tribution of higher education to India’s considerable global
status), it is most eager to deploy its hand of destruction. The
critical inflexion point for India today is not the economy that »
we all talk so much about, but the story of its higher educa-
tion apparatus, which under the dextrous hands of Kapil Sibal
and his backers at home and overseas, is in the process of
being dismantled. This bullying to get the semester systém .-
through in Delhi University, or the current row over steam-. .
rolling the IITs into accepting diluted but standardised proto-
cols for admissions, is all a part of the larger story unfolding
below the radar of our otherwise watchful media. (R

The Government’s primary objective vis-a-vis higher edu-
cation has been to cut costs. To do so it is attempting to deploy
various strategies. First, it is pushing for autonomy among; ’
educational institutions so that the better ones can become: - +,
self-financing. Next, it is emphasising the push towards com-
mercialisation of education so that courses are structured .
according to their market value, thus ensuring higher reveriue
per unit taught. Once students are required to pay fat sums for
higher education (for which student loans would become * '
mandatory), they in any case would do a return on investment
analysis before choosing a course module. Third, the , |~ *»
Government is trying to reposition higher education asa. ...
learning programme, as opposed to a teaching programme,

The last point raises important issues. If teachers are :
required to produce learning modules for easy consumption by
students whose sole purpose it is to fit into one or the other
role defined by the narrow exigencies of market forces, could
we still call the arrangement education, let alone higher educa-
tion. This is the classic role of a trainet. This is what a football - -
coach does. He has theories, he trains, he strategises, rarely he
even introduces something new, but he is not an educater. All
this talk of the knowledge economy has obfuscated what .
knowledge always was and is meant to be — the endeavour to +
push human enquiry in areas unchartered by the past. The
knowledge economy with its emphasis on the specific, the
modular and the marketable is-necessary for an efficient global -~
business cylture, but it should not be confused with higher -
education {Teachers are meant to teach. They urge students
though their erudition, guidance and the sheer energy of class-
room bonhomie to ask meaningful questions of and through - -+
their chosen disciplines and thus make significant contribu- . .
tions to the world they inhabit, The university classroom is a
space where a student learns what the teacher has to teach.

What Sibal saheb & Co (Knowledge Commission, FICCI ,
and so on) now want is for the teacher to provide no more
than what in their (Sibal & Co's, that is) opinion the student
needs — to serve a limited function as a ‘resource’ in the mar-
ket econgmy. For these crusading evangelists the dream is to +..,
institute a system based on teaching modules, enhanced use .
of ICT (fancy term for information technology aided modali:
ties), taped lectures via videoconference (Delhi University has
a monumentally mediocre outfit called ILLL which is fakter-.
ingly attempting to do just that), depersonalised teacher-stu-
dent relationship, and most importantly, artificially set time
lines and frames for knowledge production. The economy can
rebound, given India’s enormous energy and capacity for sur- .. ,
vival through chaos, but higher education once destroyed will
break the very backbone of the nation.

’ . S
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Technical glitches
delay IIT admissions

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI { JUNE 16

THE scrapping of the 4.5 per cent minority
quota in the IITs has delayed the admission
process with technical glitches hitting the JEE
seat allocation software. As a result, the first
round of seat allocation for JEE 2012, sched-
uled for June 14, stands postponed.

Designed to factor in seat allocations keep-
ing in mind the 4.5 per cent minority sub-quota
and 22 per cent OBC quota, the IIT software
has run into technical glitches, now that the
category has been removed. “While the seat
allocation should have been announced at
least two days back, it is held up because of a
technical problem. Once the problem is recti-
fied, the announcement will be made,” said a
senior official.

While nearly 5.6 lakh students appeared
for the JEE-2012, 24,112 had been shortlisted.
Of the total 9,647 seats across 15 II'Ts, ISM-
Dhanbad and IT-BHU, 443 were earmarked for
minorities and 325 people had been shortlisted
— the bulk of them Muslims. With the sub-
quota now scrapped, the 325 seats have now
been reverted back to the OBC quota seats.

Hindustan Times ND
17/06/2012 P-9

IIT ASPIRANTS
ANXIOUS OVER
DELAY IN COURSE
ALLOTMENT

Vanita Srivastava

w vantta.shrivastava@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHK: For Nishanth R of
Hyderabad, who got a 4th rank
in the IIT-JEE this year, it was
not frustrating since he knew
he would get the course he want-
ed.

But for several thousands stu-
dents the last three days were
filled with anxiety.

The IITs were supposed to
upload the course of the stu-
dents on June 14 at 9 am. And
since then the students have
been logging on to find out their
branch and which IIT has beeh
allocated to them,

On June 14, the website said
the students will be told about

“course allocation at 5 pm which
was extended later to 11 pm. On
June 15, the site had message -
“allocation of course is delayed”.
On June 16, even the strip for
delay in course aliocation dis-
appeared and the site could not
be opened.

“I am not tense but most of
my friends are checking the site
every 10 minutes,” Nishanth
said. Another student said: “T
have not been able to sleep for
the last two days”

The IIT-JEE office was on
Saturday thronged with anxious
students and parents, who want-
ed to know the reason for the
delay. Some had to pay fees in
other institutes and were anx-
ious to know the course allo-
cated to take a final deeision.

JEE SAYS COURSES WILL
BE UPLOADED SOON
AND DELAY WAS DUE TO

Organising chairman JEE Dr
GB Reddy had on Friday said
the delay was because of some
software problem. On Saturday,
JEE officials were hopeful that
the courses would be uploaded
in the night. According to
sources, the JEE officials were
making all efforts to rectify the
problem.

Sources said the courses
were being once again verified
before being finally uploaded.

Earlier questions worth 14
marks were found to be having
errors in the JEE 2012,
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ITs had 757 seats vacantin‘11-"12, HC told

UTKARSH ANAND
NEW DELHI | JUNE 16

AN affidavit filed by the IITs in
the Delhi High Court has dis-
closed that as many as 757 of
the total 9,618 seats remained
vacantin 2011-12 across its 15
branches. o
Asked by Justice Hima
Kohli to explain their policy for
filling up the vacant seats, the
affidavit by II'T-JEE chairman
G B Reddy said it was not possi-
ble to show a single document
since the JEE system is a “con-
tinuously evolving process”,
Filed last month in te-
sponse to an I[IT aspirant’s pet-
tion, through counsel Prag
Chawla, the affidavit said it
was not possible to have more
than two rounds of counselling
because of strict adherence to
time-bound academic sched-
ule. However, after a ruling by
the Andhra Pradesh HC in
2011-12, it was decided to

VACANCY TABLE
Institute  Total Vacant
seats seats
ISM-Dhanbad 1,034 289
lIT-Ropar 120 11
FMandi 120 10
IT-G’'nagar 120 10
Iﬂf—Roorkee 1,155 93

have a third round of coun-
selling for JEE-2012 to reduce
the number of vacant seats,

*The affidavit said 599 of
the 757 seats had remained va-
cant due to blocking of seats by
candidates who pay the fee for
a particular course but either
do not turn up for registration
or leave it midway if they get a
desired course in other com-
petitive exams.

“To tackle this problem, IITs
have drafted a new exit policy.
“Admitted candidates who in-

form of their intention to not
join the institute before the
third round of counselling
would be given a refund of
their admission fees and not be
barred from appearing in the
subsequent JEE. This has been
devised to ensure reduction of
last-minute dropouts,” stated
the affidavit.

It also pointed to 80 vacant
seats in disabled category in
2011-12. These seats could not
be reverted to their parent cat-
egory since there was “no clar-
ity” on it, but a decision has
now been taken to revert the
seats to their original category.

The IIT-JEE said there was
no cause for interference by
the High Court since steps
were being taken to tackle the
difficulties in the JEE system.,

Justice Kohli, however,
noted that the affidavit had
thrown up some more ques-
tions, relating to the steps be-

" ing taken by the ITTs to fill up

vacant seats on an annual basis
and ensure that minimum
seats remain vacant. The court
has given the IFT-JEE chairman
six weeks to place another affi-
davit showing the vacancy po-
sition of seats for the past five
years. “The financial effect of
keeping seats vacant in this du-
ration shall also be placed on
record,” added the court, post-
ing the matter for next hearing
in August,

Submitted before the con-
troversy aver the Union HRD
Ministry’s decision to have one
common entrance test for all
IITs and other Centrally-
funded institutes gathered mo-
mentum, the affidavit had
noted that “conducting JEE for
entrance to courses at IITs
across India is under the con-
sideration...and as per indica-
tions received, the character,
organisation and the manage-
ment of the JEE system is be-
ing restructured”.
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First meta university project
likely to miss July deadline

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELH! | JUNE 16

THE country’s first meta uni-
versity project, which allows
students to choose from the
study modules offered by
different participating uni-
versities, is likely to miss its
July deadline.

The participating unjver-
sities of this project — Delhi
University, Jamia Millia Is-
lamia, Jawaharlal Nehru
University and IIT-Delhi —
are still in the process of
chalking out the modalities.

JNU vice-chancellor S K
Sopory said the modalities of
the project are being worked
out and details being dis-
cussed. It is unlikely that
JNU will meet the July dead-
line, he said.

IT-Delhi director R K
Shevgaonkar also said July is
“too soon” for the project to
take shape. He said the re-
search is likely to start in the
three fields identified by the
four participating universi-
ties early last year, but the

The participating
universities of this
project — DU,
Jamia Millia
Islamia, JNU and
IT-Delhi — are still
in the process of
chalking out the
modalities

degree programme “will
start only next year”,

The three fields identified
last year are: public health,
climate change and educa-
tion.

In May this year, Jamia
announced that its academic
council had approved a
course in public health,
which was likely take off this
July.

Jamia V-C Najeeb Jung
had said: “Jamia has com-
pleted all its internal require-
ments/formalities for start-
ing the (diploma in public
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health) course. We have the
approval of our EC and the
AC. Therefore, once DU gets
clearance from their AC, we
will start the maths course
with mass communication.”
The UGC had also been
asked for the necessary
funds. “Once the funds come
in, we can start the course
immediately,” Jung said.
Representatives from the
four universities have been
in consultation since last
year to decide on details re-
garding course content,

- credit system and intake ca-

pacity. The meta university
project will allow students to
create a flexible curriculum,
with more choices of
courses.

Under the system, the
collaborating universities
will provide, and recognise,
credits to the students for
different courses and facili-
tate student mobility across
disciplines.

DU vice-chancellor Di-
nesh Singh could not be
reached for comments.



FALL FROM
GRACE OF
THE INSIDER

ENDGAME From humble beginnings to
meteoric rise to sharp fall, Rajat Gupta’s
tale is one of greed taking its toll

Yashwant Raj
NEW YORK
& yrajibandustantimes.com

s Rajat Gupta listened to
the verdict, he showed no
emotions, The face was a
mask with finely cut angles
as it had been for most of
the trial,

When he had looked around, there
wasa look on the face that said: you might
belong here, but | don't. Ina federal court-
room fighting charges of insider trading.

The expression didn't change at all,
when he wasread the verdict, guilty on
three counts of securities fraud, which
he must have known, carry 20 years
each, and conspiracy, five.

In the visitors’ section behind him,
his wife, Anita, whom he met and mar-
ried as students of [IT Delhi, collapsed,
leaning against the bench. His four
daughters sobbed.

For four weeks, they had endured
the discomfort of walking past a bank
of cameras into the courthouse and
leaving with only the hope of a acquit-
tal at the end of it.

On Friday morning, the jury came
back, after just day and half of delib-
erations to find Gupta guilty, compared
to 12 days a jury took to convict Galleon
owner Raj Rajaratnam last M

The case against Gupta was clear,
and much as some jurors wanted him
to walk and go home to his family, as
one of them has said, they couldn’t over-
look the evidence of his guilt.

Gupta is free on bail till October 18,
Hislawyer Gary Naftalis has said he plans
to appeal for the verdict to be set aside,
failing which he will appeal against it.

Else, il cell close to Bernie
Madoft

That was a long way for a man who
broke several glass ceilings as he rose
in the world of business as the first non-
American managing director of
McKinsey, a leading management con-
sultancy firm,

And he was business royalty in India,
much sought after advisor and con-
sultant. He went on to co-found the
prestigious Indian School of Business
with protege Anil Kumar, a colleague
from McKinsey, who was also later con-
vieted insider trading.

Born in Kolkata — it was called
Caleutta then, Gupta moved to Delhi
with his family when he was young, His
father was a journalist and his mother
a Montessori teacher. He lost both in
quick succession when he was 15 and
was on his own with his siblings,

“Despite being orphaned and despite
having to watch out for his younger sib-
Img he worked his way through adver-
sity in India with honours and his aca-
demic achievement earned him a schol-
arship — a scholar: ~h|p to study at
School,” lawyer Gary
aid about his client in hbopvn
m;\ remarks at the trial.

Gupta went to Modern School, Delhi
and then to I[IT Delhi, where he studied
mechanical engineering, That’s where
he met his wife Anita Mattoo, who, two
years his junior; was tudying electrical
engineering They met during rehearsals
for a play they were doing together at
IIT, called “Ratan” — she played his
grandmother. They married in 1973,

The same year, Gupta won a schol-
rship to Harvard Business. Reuben
Aragon, a Mexican-American dorm-
mate m i Harvard, told Business Today
here was a spark
‘ou knew he would definitely be
And he was about

there. Y
going some place.”
to be proven right.

Gupta joined McKinsey in 1973, and
soon rose to head its Scandinavian oper-
ations, then came back to the US to
head the Chicago office. In time, he rose
to be elected its first non-American
managing director.

Gupta is credited with aggressively
expanding the firm, nearly doubling the
size then to 891 partner:

He also changexd the pay structure at
the company, giving more to partners,
and, some said, watering the values at
the firm. Enron, a firm closely linked to
McKinsey, happened on his watch,

Gupta, meantime, was doing well
from himself. Bloombery cited friends
and former McKinsey employees in 2011
to say he could be making between 85
million and $10 million. He paid 36 mil-
lion for & mansion in Connecticut, pre-
viously owned by the JC Penny family,
and bought a vacation home in Florida
and s luxury apartment in Manhattan.

Gupta stepped down as McKinsey
chief in 2003 and launched a series of
equity funds that didn’t got too far He
eventually floated Voyager Multi
Strategy fund with Galleon owner
Rajaratnamin 2007, investing S10 mil-
lion of his own money, all of which,
Gupta’s defense team said, he lost.

Soon, according to authorities, he
passing on insider information to

jaratanam, who had been under reg-
ulatory serutiny since 2006,

Gupta's tips to him as board mem-
bers of Goldman Sachs and P&G would
eventually get him into trouble, and the
conviction on Friday.

HT, Delhi

ANIL KUMAR
Former McKinsey & Co. director

PREET BHARARA
Attorney, Southern District of New York
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RAJ RAJARATNAM

Founder, Galleon Group

Also formerly of MeKinsey, Kumar,
who was once called Gupta's pro-
tege, testified on behalfof the pros-
ecution to eritically damage defense’s
claim that the former McKinsey
chief had fallen out with Rajaratnam.
Kumar testified before the jurors
the three consulted frequently.
Gupta had advised Rajaratnam to
focus on South Asia. And at some
stage the three had planned Galleon
Global. Kumar has been a prosecu-
tion witness, who also helped nail
Rajaratnam,

The Indian-born US attorney for
Southern District of New York is theman
who set up the wire-tap on Rajaratnam,
ensnaring more insider trading erimi-
nals than ever before, Bharmra is the man
behind a wave of insider lrudu\g arrests
and convictions that have swept Wall
Street, home tothe world's mightiest fin-
anciers and bankers. TIME magazine put
him on cover recently saying he was going
after those who catsed the meltdown.
“Mr: Gupta has now exchanged the lofty
board room for the prospect of a lowly
Juil cell” he said in a statement Friday.

The hillionaire flashy Sri Lankan-born
owner of Galleon Group, was the big
fish the authorities wanted, and the
rest such as Rajat Gupta came up in
the net. Rajaratnam had been under
regulatory serutiny since 2006, no one
including Gutpa knew. Phone calls to
him were under observation and that’s
how Gupta’s tips to him were nailed.
Rajaratnam was convicted in May 2011
andsent to jail for 1l yearsin Oc tober:
Heis the chief reason for Guptak trou-
bles now, apart, of course, as some
may argue, the man himself.
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ONSULTANCY
‘ services taken from

the elite [IMs and 1ITs
and cash payments made to
surgeons of large multi-spe-
ciality hospitals have come
under the tax scanner as a
country-wide Income Tax
department probe has
found that these transac-
tions are largely escaping
the tax net.

An elaborate ‘analysis
probe’ conducted by the I-T
department's snoop appara-
tus has found that a number
of ' services, which also
includes large and small
Public Sector Undertakings
(PSUs) and state govern-
ment enterprises, are a large
catchment area to realise
taxes under the Tax
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IT, lIM clients, cash payment
to surgeons under I-T radar

Dept:says

Deducted at Source (TDS)
category and should be
essentially tapped now.

A communication to
keep a track on these poten-
tial tax generating areas has
recently been sounded b
the department to its Chief
Commissioners (CCs) and
Director Generals (DGs)
during a recently held con-
ference of the department
brass and the CBDT in the
national capital.

According to the I-T
data, while the Indian
Institutes of Management
(IIMs) and Indian Institutes
of Technology (1ITs) render
consultancy services to a
host of government and
non-government sectors,
the beneficiaries (clients) of
these services do not deduct

transaction-escaping-tax net

the TDS on the payments
made to these elite institu-
tions.

The report stated the
consultancy offered by
these elite pan-India insti-
tutes as "commerdal",

The I-T found that on an
average an [IM undertakes
about 40 fresh consultancy
projects in an year on a host
of subjects. While some are
related to giving advice to
clients on specific issues and
problems, others inctude
training modules for the
staff of the client company,

while some are related to
orient maximum output
from a desired project of the
client firm.

* The IITs too undertake
similar projects but their
consultancy services are

.higher on the technjcal and

statistical fronts, the I-T
found analysis probe also
reported that big hospitals
are making "huge cash pay-
ments” to doctors, particu-h
lary surgeons, without
deducting the requisite TDS
and this is an area to be
tapped by the [-T.

The department, which
is poised to chase the pro-
jected direct tax collection®
target of Rs 5.7 lakh crore
for the current fiscal, will
now also scan the annual
reports of state Govt and
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PSUs brought out by the
Compiroller and Auditor
General {CAG) to check if
TDS and other taxes are
being deducted and are
dropped in the govemn-
ments revenue kitty,

Another large area which
will be under the taxman's
for TDS payments are the
"huge payments” made by
Non-Governmental
Organisations for conduct-
ing a host of programmes in
the service sector. Cther reg-
ular areas which will see an
increased scrutiny of the tax
department would be the
TDS received from paymem-
nts made in liue of transfer of
immovable propetties and
acquisition of land.

The I-T top brass, during
the conference, aiso decided
to closely monitor cases of
quoting "wrong PANs" to
avoid TDS.
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Consultancy services of lIT, [IMs evading tax

NEW DELHI, PTE Consultancy
services by the Indian Institutes
of Management and Indian In-
stitutes of Technology and cash
payments made to surgeons of
large multi-speciality hospitals
have come under the scanner of
Income Tax department aftera
couniry-wide probe established
that these transactions were
largely escaping the T net.

An eliborate ‘analysis probe’
conducted by the I-T depart-
ment’s investigative apparatus
found that a number of servic-
es, including large and small
Public Sector Undertakings
{PSUs) and state governmernt

enterprises, are a large catch-
ment area for realising taxes
under the Tax Deducted at
Source category and should be
essentially tapped now.

In a recent conference of
chiefs of various departments
and the CBDT held in the na-
tional capital, the participants
were told about the need to
keep track of these potential
tax generating areas.

According to the I-T data,
while the [IMsand IITs render
consultancy services to a host
of government and non-gov-
ernment sectors, the benefici-
aries (clients) of these services

do not deduct the TDS on the
payments made to these elite
institutions.

The report termed the con-
sultancy offered by the pan-In-
dia institutes “commercial”,

The I-T found that on an av-
erage, an IIM undertakes about
40 fresh consultancy projects
in an year on a host of subjects.
‘While some projects consist of
giving advice to clients on spe-
cific issues and problems, oth-
ers include training modules
for the staff of the client com-
pany, while someare related to
orient maximum output from
a desired project of the client

firm. The 1T, too, undertake
similar projects but their con-
sultancy services are higher on
the technical and statistical
fronts, the I-T found.

The probe found big hospi-
tals making “huge cash pay-
ments” to doctors, particulary
surgeons, without deducting
therequisite TDS and thisis an
area to be tapped by the I-T.
The department will now scan
the annual reports of state gov-
ernments and PSUs brought
outbythe CAG to checkif TDS
and other taxes are being de-
ducted and are dropped in the
governments’ revenue kitty.
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Tax officials question
II'T; IIM staft

on consulting fees

HT Correspondent Wit

m letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Consultancy services
taken from the elite Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT) and
the Indian Institute of
Management (IIM) have come
under the tax scanner as a eoun-
try-wide Income Tax department
probe has found that these trans-
actions often escape the tax net.

Officials say high sums are
being paid in cash to IIT and
IIM faculty members as fees for
their professional advice with-
out tax being deducted at source
(TDS).

“It has been seen that some
of the IIT and IIM faculty mem-
bers, in lieu of providing high-
level of technical and manage-
ment consultancy, charge high
fees and often it is accepted in
cash rather through cheques,”
an I-T official said.

“As a result, the income
earned by the individual evades
TDS,” the official elaimed.

According to the department
source, the I-T department con-
ducted an assessment study and
found that IIT and IIM faculty
members provide consultancy
services to private companies,

government organisations and
publie sector undertakings,

However, these premier insti-
tutes have a different take on
this issue.

“We've strict specified norms
under which no faculty mem-
ber can provide consultancy
services in a personal capacity
and payments are received in
the name of the institute
through cheques only," Samir
Kumar Barua, director, IIM
Ahmedabad, told HT,

Sharing a similar view, IIM,
Indore director; N Ravichandran
said: “Providing consultancy in
personal capacity is violation of
ITM norms and official records
are kept for all the payments
recetved. If an [IM graduate and
not a faculty member is pro-
viding consultancy and accept-
ing fee in cash, IIM is in no way
responsible.”

OFFICIALS SAY HIGH

SUMS ARE BEING PAID

IN CASH TO IIT & IIM FAC-

ULTY MEMBERS AS FEES

FOR THEIR ADVICE WITH-
T 10S DEDUCT
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HT, Mumbai

AROUND 70
STUDENTS OPT
FOR IIT-B

HT Correspondent

® htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) finally
declared the allotments to their
various courses on Sunday after
a three-day delay.

Around 70 of the top 100 Joint
Entrance Exam (JEE) rankers
opted for ITT-Bombay (II'T-B),
which hasbeen the trend for the
past few years. While officials
at [I'T-B did not confirm the
exact number from the top 100
who opted for the institute,
Avinash Mahajan, the JEE
chairperson for the Bombay
zone, said, “There is little change
in the number of people opting
for IIT-B as compared to
last year”

Last year 100 people opted
for IT'T-Bfollowed by 24 students
who opted for IIT-Delhi. The
year before that 67 from the top
100 opted for ITT-B. For the last
few years IIT-B has been the
first preference of most toppers
because of its reputation of
sound academics combined with
a large spread of extra-curric-
ular activities.

The allotments were released
at noon on Sunday but since the
server was slow students took
some time to see the results.
“I'm happy that the wait is over
and I got my first choice,” said
Aakash Deshpande, 17, who has
secured a seat at [I'T-Bombay
in computer science.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

the stress level in doctors and

ATIMS, IIT j Jom hands to study stress in doctors

gency unit is stressed out, it

nurses. These are electronic sen-
sors attached to the medical per-
sonnel’s body who is attending on
an emergency patient, he said.
Regarding the role of IIT-
Delhi, Agarwal said, ‘After we
submit the coordinated analy-
sis of our study, II'T-Delhi will
determine the mathematical
level of stress and then we can
chalk out ways to improve things.
We expect the results to come
within an year or so. It will help
in improving consistency of care

testing the sensors to measure  in emergency’ P

?‘ will hamper the treatment. And
NEW DELHI: The AIIMS whether a medical personnel
Trauma Centre has joined hands ? is stressed out or not depends
with IIT-Delhi to determine the ' { "« on the level of experience and
stress level in doctors and nurses i training. Such a study is being
managing emergency cases. N § conducted for the first time, Dr

The study is being done - P Agarwal said.
for best treatment outcome of ' Funded by the Department of
patients admitted in the hos- Science and Technology, Dr M C
pital, said Dr Deepak Agarwal, Mishra, chief of AIIMS Trauma
assistant professor of neurosur- Centre, and Dr KK Biswas too are
gery at the Jai Prakash Narayan involved in this. Agarwal said the
Apex Trauma Centre, project was approved in February.

‘If a doctor or nurse who is ‘We are in the process of
attending patients at the emer-

Indian Express ND 18-Jun-12 P8

AICTE nod for shutting over
50 institutes in phase two

MIHIKA BASU
MUMBAI, JUNE 17

THERE has been an over six-fold:

increase in the number of techni-
cal institutes across the country
which have got approval of the All
India Council for Technical Edu-
cation to shut down since April. In
its previous meeting, the AICTE
had okayed the closure of 44 insti-
tutes, taking the total to 51 at pre-
sent. This includes around 32 man-
agement institutes and the
remaining are engineering and
MCA institutes, said AICTE
Chairman S § Mantha. In the first
phase, seven institutes had re-
ceived the Council’s nod for clo-
sure.

“We will have another meeting
of the AICTE soon and the num-

bers are expected increase further.
In all; 138 institutes had requested
for closure,” said Mantha,

Over the past few yeat$, several

'states have been strugglmg with

massive vacancies at its engineer-
ing and management institutes.
This year, AICTE had received
applications for permission for clo-
sure from 138 institutes and the
reason cited was low admission
rates. Prominent among them
were states such as Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh. Among the insti-
tutes that have been given the go-
ahead in the second phase, five are
in Maharashtra and a large chunk

" is from Andhra Pradesh.

Academicians said only insti-
tutes with a robust academic life,
flexible curriculum in sync with the

' changing market needs, quality

faculty and good industry interac-
tion or collaboration, would be
able 1o survive currentmarkct dy-
namics. . .

“This is true of management
and engineering institutes. The
two streams are in huge demand
among students, but few insti-
tutes offer the kind of holistic ed-
ucation that can make students
market/industry ready,” said an
academician.

The number of new engineer-
ing, management and polytechnic
institutes approved to start from
the 2012-13 academic year is 309,
This is also expected toincrease af-
ter the next meet. AICTE rejected
over 200 applications to start new
institutes this year over various
technical disciplines.
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EXCELLENCE IN INNOVATION

lIT-Madras student
wins JED-i top prize

Standing wheelchair
adjudged best project in
the second edition of
the engineering, design
and innovation awards

BY SHAMSHEER YOUSAF &
SRIDHAR CHARI

BANGALORE

arshal Chaudbhari, a fi-
nal-year student of the
Indian Institute of

Technology, Madras, won the
overall best project prize at the
second annual JED-i Project
Challenge awards on Friday for
his prototypes of standing
wheelchairs.

JED-i, which stands for the
“Joy of Engineering, Deﬁign
and Innovation”, is organized
by Bangalore-based engineer-
ing education company Lim-
berLink Technologies Pvt. Ltd
in partnership with the Indian
Institute of Science and Mint.

Prizes were given to final-
year engineering projects in
three categories—mechanical,
electrical and computing, in
addition to the overall best

" project award.

1st prize-Overall/mechanical
Project: Standing wheelchair
College: IIT-M, Chennai
Team member: Harshal Chaud-
hari
Guide: Sujatha Srinivasan

Cited by the jury for being
“innovative, well-engineered,
beneficial to a large section of
the society.” Chaudhari built a
standing wheelchair that offers
three positions: standing, sit-
ting, and i While

Top honours: Noted scientist Roddam Narasimha presents Iarshal
Chaudhari with the overall best project prize in Bangalore,

College: Nagarjuna College of
Engineering and Technology,
Karnataka
Team members: B.C. Naveen, N.
Vikramaditya, R. Smitha and
B.V. Soumya
Guide: H, Hemanth

Cited by the jury for being a
“multif: d and

standing wheelchairs exist in
other parts of the world, this
project aimed to reduce the
cost and make them available
in India.

Unlike most other entries in
the competition, this was a sin-
gle-member project, and “this
was one of the most difficult
parts”, said Chaudhari. He de-
veloped two prototypes in less
than one year. “I have learnt a

" lot of things during this proj-
ect. Most importantly, about

system engineered well and
demonstrated well.”

The students wanted to
demonstrate a military class
unmanned  aerial  vehicle
(UAV) that can be made at an
affordable prize. The craft can
navigate autonomously using a
global positioning ~ system
(GPS) and track objects.

Describing their experience
working on the project, B.C.
Naveen said: “One word—dan-
gerous! The motor speeds were

design for
and, of course, a product’s de-
sign,” Chaudhari said.

2nd prize
Mechanical/computing

Project: Braille reader

College: PES Institute of Tech-
nology, Bangalore

Team members: Shyamal V.
Harne, Samridh Srinath, R.
Sandhyaa

Guide: Kavi Mahesh

Cited by the jury for being an
“innovative and feasible porta-
ble device for the visually chal-
lenged”, the project is an e-
book reader that overcomes the
problems posed by existing

. products, including high cost
and low portability. Electronic
files are physically rendered
into Braille characters.

“As computer science stu-
dents, attempting such a multi
disciplinary project was a chal-
lenge and it involved a lot of
self-learning. It was a rewarding
and enriching experience,” said
Shyamal V. Harne.

Sandhyaa has a job offer from
Google India, Srinath from Mi-
crosoft India, and Harne from
Mercedes-Benz India. They are
keen on work experience before
considering a  postgraduate
programme. JED-i was an ideal
platform to discover new ideas
and receive high quality feed-
back, they said. .

- 1st prize-Computing
Project Multi-rotor UAV with
GPS navigation

hing 75,000 RPM.”

They have great aspirations
for their product. “Being an
engineer means building a
world with advanced technolo-
gies and being a responsible
citizen of the country. We want
to get the technology to the
Army. If we can make it more
user-friendly and more reli-
able, we can help save many
soldiers’ lives,” Naveen said.

2nd prize-Computing
Project  Orchestra on multi-
touch table
College: Jaypee Institute of In-
formation Technology, Noida
Team members: Ankur Agrawal
Guide: Sanjay Goel

Cited by the jury for “inter-
esting application of multi-
touch techniques”, this project
aims at providing a digital in-
terface for playing music in-
struments on a “multi-instru-

1st prize-Electrical
Project Tri-netra: A wearable
device for defence sobotics
College: G.H. Patel College of
Engineering and Technology,

nani
Team members: Utpal V. Solanki
and Swapnil A. Solanki
Guide: Nilesh H. Desai

Cited by the jury for “excel-
lent end-to-end engineering
effort and concept demonstra-
tion, relevant to defence and
other applications”, this proj-
ect aims at enabling “a sol-
dier’s head to control a robot
and its orientation, and getting
all-round information of the
battlefield on a single eye-
piece,” said Utpal V. Solanki.
“We enjoyed playing the role
of both electronics engineers
as well as mechanical engi-
neers.”

Utpal and Swapnil intend to
pursue higher studies, with a
particular focus on research.

2nd prize-Electrical
Project: Apparatus and method
of gesture recognition
College: G.H. Patel College of
Engineering and Technology,
Anand
Team members: Pratik Bhatt,
Nirav Faraswami and Devak
Mehta
Guide: None

Cited by the jury for “inno-
vative application with a high
societal impact”, this project
consists of using gesture rec-
ognition technology for appli-
cations such as providing ges-
ture-to-voice capabilities for
those with speech impedi-
ments, controlling home appli-
ances, and controlling wheel-
chairs and mobile phones with

ment, multi-i basis

which mimics the real life of
acoustic instruments”.

As a violinist, he began to
explore how he could imple-
ment his vision using multi-
touch technology. He finally
decided to base the multi-
touch technology on webcam-
based infrared imaging.

“While I was working on the
project, I learnt that we can
build complex technologies
using simple building blocks. I
came in contact with a lot of
interesting people from whom
1 learnt about a lot of new
technologies,” said Agrawal.

gest lled gloves. This
is done without using image
processing technology such as
that found in Microsoft's Ki-
nect, a motion sensing tech-
nology used in gaming sys-
tems. The students said the
project was developed with the
intent to provide speech capa-
bilities with cheaply available
gesture-recognition  devices.
“Besides learning about design
and marketing, we have also
learned about protecting tech-
nical ideas by patenting the
new concepts,” Pratik Bhatt
said.
shamsheer.y@livemint.com
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With DU cut-offs expectedto
soar, even many scoring above,
90% are going abroad as they
don’t expect to get a DU

college of their choice

ever, Rishi and his parents are worried
about getting admission in a good Delhi
University college. With his cumulative
score — which is the sole criterion for ad-
mission in most DU colleges - Rishi knows
that he will be rejected by the top colleges.
But the science student, who had also ap-
plied to various foreign universities, has
got accepted in most of them, with some
even offering him scholarships.
90 PERCENTERS GET CORNELL,
IVY LEAGUE, BUT NOT DU
“Our first choice is St Stephen's, but we
know that Rishi won’t make it, at least not
in the first cut-off list. Going by the results
this year, it is quite possible that he might
not get the course of his choice at even Hin-
du or Hans Raj, so we have decided to send
him to Cornell University for a Biology
and Society Major. We don’t want to send
him to any B-grade college,” says Manjari
Sood, Rishi's mother; adding, “Imagine!
My son can get into Cornell, but not DU.”
Rishi is just one of the many Class XI¥
students who are turning to foreign uni-
versities as competition gets tougher here,
even for the best of them. With Delhi Uni-
versity set to release its first cut-off list on
June 26, many students are guesstimating
that scores at some of the top colleges
might even reach 100% - like last year — in
some subjects. “The problem is of demand

sabewl ANaL) /S010Ud HIOISHUIL SHd

principal, Sri Venkateswara College,
“There are a lot of bright young students,
but the problem is that we don’t have
enough quality institutions.”

Ankush Asri, who has scored 93 in Eco-
nomics and an overall percentage of 90.3,
is doubtful about getting into a college of
choice. “1 am trying for SRCC, but getting
through seems a bit dicey. I know for sure
that their cut-off won't go below 95%. The
problem is that I was confident about my
Class X1l scores, but sadly, they didn’t turn
out as I expected. Issi chakkkar mein Lon-
don School of Economics miss ko gaye.
Butnow, I've applied to Dartmouth College
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ishi Sood topped his school’
ﬂ‘w with a score of 94.7% in his
; / Class XII board exams. How-

and supply,” says Dr P Hemalatha Reddy;:
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in New Hampshire, US, as backup, in case
Idon’t get Economics (Hons) in a DU col-
lege of my choice,” says he,

HUM 80% WAALON KI DU KI

AUKAAT NAHI HAI

Shikha Sharma, who has scored 87%,
knows that she doesn’t stand a chance of
getting into an LSR or a Hans Raj with her
cumulative score. “I'm pretty sure the cut-
off list for BCom is going to be sky high.
Students who have scored below 90%
showld simply forget about getting BCom
(Hons) in good colleges. That's why I have
decided I'!l go to Canada. I've even applied
to Saint Mary’s University and Sprott
School of Business,” saysshe,  *

“Last year, my cousin scored 92.5%, and
she missed getting Eco (Hons) at Stephen’s
by just 0.5%. The cut-offs in Dethi arecrazy.
Last year was bad enough, and this time
it's going to be worse. Ninety se neeche
waalon ki toh DU ki zindagi shuru hone se
pehle hi khatam hai. Hans Raj, Hindu,
SRCC, yeh sab colleges ko hum log movies
mein hi dekhenge. Andar jaane ki toh
aukaat nahi hai 80% waalon ki” says
Ankit Nagpal, who has scored 81.3% inhis
Class XII boards, and has decided to apply
to foreign universities instead of waiting
for the first cut-off list to be out. “What’s
the point in waiting? Milna hai nahi. T've
told my dad, apni jo bhi savings hai wok
mujhe de do. My dad will willingly invest in
my education,” he says,

MIDDLE CLASS LOOKS ABROAD

Foreign universities are alsc more than
happy, as faced with a growing economic
crisis, they have stepped up their efforts to
woo Indian students. “Indian students are
there in almost all foreign universities. In
USA alone, they make for the second la-
rgest foreign-student population, after the
Chitese. And this number is only growing.
Earlier, it was only the wealthy Indian fam-
ilies who would send their kids to the best
foreign universities, while the middle-class
ones used to settle for DU as the cheaper
and best option. But with DU increasingly
becoming out of reach for many bright stu-
dents from middle class families, these for-
eign universities have become their last
and only option,” says Ritesh Sikka from a
study-abroad consultancy.
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Mumbail: 1T Bombayretainsits
favourite position with top rank-
ers while 1I'T Delhi has further
slipped in the preference list.
This year, 77 aspirants from the
top 100 IT-JEE ranks were allot-
ted seats in HT B, up from last
vear’s70.

IIT-B was in fact the first
choice of 86 of the top 100 candi-
dates this year, though only 77
were given seats. In 2010, 67 of
the first 100 had opted for IIT
Bombay. IFD saw a dip in the
numbers of fep rankers opting
for the institute this year, from
last vear’s 24 10 19. Just 12 of the
top ranking candidates filled
TIT-D as their first choice. The
three female candidates in the
fop 100 also opted for HHT-B.

Among the top 1,000 candi-
dates too, around 285 opted for
II'T-B followed by 224 in IIT-D.
“Severalfactorslikethelocation
and climate are also in favour of
the institute at Mumbai. The
choicesof top100studentsdonot
mean anything. Many students
gqualifying from the south with
see Mumbai as a closer option
than travelling to the north. It
doesnotreflect on the institute,”
said an official at1IT Delhi.

About a decade ago, H'T Kan-
pur was the preferred destina-
tion for most of the top 100 rank-
ers in JEE. But since 2005, the
trend has gradually changed in
favour of HT-B. This year only
threecandidatesfromthe top 100
wenttoHT-K.

A total of 8,593 boys and 907
girls were allotted seats in the
firstround of admissionstoIITs,

June 19
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86 of lIT JEE’s top 100 opt for liIT-B

Just 12 Top Rankers Fill iT-D As 1st Choice, Top 3 Girls Also Favour [IT-B

CUT ABOVE THE REST

OUT OF TOP 100 AlR RANKS

ITs

OUT OF TOP LGl
AIR RANKS

TOTAL ALLOTMENTS
INTHE ITS

1ITs Total
Allotted

78

which started Sunday afier a
three-day delay. Of the 17,465
shortlistedfor counselling, 1,476
candidates opted outof it. Outof

~thetop100too, rank 69, hasopted

cutef IITs. “Students whomight
have done well in otherentrance
exams might have opted out of

¥ Aergspate Engineerin
mbay | 539 candidate
Total numbers of boys getting
first allotment | 8593
Total numbers of giris getting
first round allotment: 907

HT if they gotlower ranks here.
Also some of the studentsmight
have gone abroad for higher
studies,” saida institute official.

While Arpit Agrawal, the HT-
JEE-2012 topper opted for IIT-D,
the next eight ranks after him
chose IIT-B. Nishit Agrawal, all-
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India rank 6 and Mumbai zone
topper was the only student to
opt for electrical engineering,
rest of the top 10 chose Comput-
er Science and Engineering
(CSE). CSE was among the most
popular choices at [IT-B and
II'T-D followed by electrical, me-
chanical and aerospace engi-
neering at I'T-B. Only 668 candi-
dates got the course and
allotment of their first choice,
390 got their second cholee and
379 got their third preferred op-
tion. A student had the choice of
filling several options, the maxi-
minm being 215 courses, In 2011,
1,382 candidates got the course
and allotment of their first
choice,

Fewer girls gualify despite
rise inapplications

Of the candidates who gotad-
mission offers, 9.55% were girls,
a marginal dip from last year. In
2011, 10.1% female candidates
eot seats in IITs, “We were ex-
pecting more girls to get seats
thisyearastherewasasteeprise
in the numbers of female candi-
dates (33% of tetal candidates)
appearingfor JEE.

However, their numbers
dipped marginally” said G B
Reddy, IIT-JEE chairman, Delhi.
Around 11 foreignnationalsalso
made it fo the II'Ts this year. "In
spite of the delay in the release
of the first allocation round,
there will not be any change in
the rest of the schedule. The see-
ond and third round of alloca-
tion will happen on the same day
as scheduled. After students re-
ject the seats, the vacant seats
will be thrown up for the second
round,” Reddy said.
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HT-Bombay is the most
sought after 11T this vear,
data rclated to the first
round ol JEE counseling
has revealed, Eighty-six of
the top 100 rank-holders
have indicated IIT-Bombay
as their tirst choice while 12
have opted for IIT-Delhi as
their first choice.
Computer science and
engineering is the top
course with 4,406 candi-
dates opting for it at HT-
Bombay and 1,082 at IIT-
Delhi. Electrical
enginecring, mechanical
engineering, and aerospace

Indian Express Ahemdabad 19-06-2012 P-8

IT-Bombay most preferred by J_EE__rank holders

engincering are the other
high-preference courses.

HT-Bombay hcid its
SWay across courses as well
as gender. Of the top 45
women candidates, maxi-
mum have listed their pref-
ercnee for IT-Bombay, fol-
lowed by I1T-Deihi. While
13 women candidates have
opted for 1T-Bombay, 10
will go to IT-Dethi. Com-
puter science and engineer-
ing, and chemical engineer-
ingare preferred over other
courses by women candi-
dates, astatement issued by
Joint Entrance Examina-
tion chairman Prof G B
Reddy reveals.

A total of 17,465 candi-

;-5__'Miss;om ADMISSION
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. Top 45 wbmen

dates were shortlisted for

counscling this year while
13,197 candidates were sc-
lected for counseling in 11T
JEE-2011. Inthe first round
of seat aliocation 9,500 can-
didates, including 11 for-
eign nationals, were allot-
ted seats and 6,479

candidates did not get any

scai due to various reasons.
While 907 (9.55 per cent)
women candidaics got the
admission offer, 127 physi-
cally disabled students will
make it to 15, No OBC
seat and SC scat were left
unfitled, the JEE statement

Chimica Engsrleerng at HT-Deihc L
lectrical Engineering atil

. sz;ys. A total of 668 c.:mdi;

dates got the course and the
institate of their first choice,
390 candidates got the
course and the instituic of
their second choice, and
379 candidates got the
course and the institute of
their third choice.
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II'T-Bombay is the first

choice of JEE toppers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JINE i§

IfT-Bombay is the most
sought-after 11T this vear,
data related to the first
round of JEE counselling
has revealed. While 86 of
the top 100 rank-hoilders
have indicated HT-Bombay
as their first choice, 77 have
made it to the institute. As
many as 12 rank-holders
have opted for HTDelhi as
their first choice.

Computer science and
engineeringis the top course
with 4,406 candidates opting
for it at HT-Bombay and
1,082 at TF-Deihi. Electrical
engineering, mechanical en-
gineering, and aerospace
engineering are the other
high-preference courses.

HT-Bombay held ifs sway
across courses as well as
gender. Of the top 43
women candidates, maxi-
mum have lisied their pref-
erence for IIT-Bombay, fol-
lowed by HHT-Delhi. While
13 women candidates have
opted for IIT-Bombay, 10
wiil go to 1IT-Delhi. Com-
puter science and engineer-
ing, and chemical engineer-
ing are preferred over other
courses by women candi-
dates, a statement issued by
Joint Entrance Examination
chairman Prof G B Reddy
reveals.

A total of 17465 candi-
dates were shorilisted for

counselling this year while
13,197 candidates were se-
Jected for counseling in IIT
JEE-2011.

In the first round of seat
allocation, 9,500 candidates,
including 11 foreign nation-
als, were allotted seats and
6,479 candidates did not get
any seat due to various
Ieasons.
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PRASHANT NADKAR

IT'T-B remains toppers’ favourite

JEE RANKHOLDERS' FIRST CHOICE

MIHIKA BASU
MUMBAL JUNE 18

YET again, the [ndian Institute
of Technology (IIT), Bombay,
has retained its position as the
most preferred  destination
among the top rankers of the
Joint Entrance Examination
(JEE). After the first round of
scat alfotment this year, figures
reveajed that 77 of the top 100
candidates, considered to be
the “clite.” have got admission
offers at 1I'T Bombay, with 86
candidates having listed the in-
stitute as their first choice.

While 12 lsted T Delhi, one
cach gave IIT Madras and 1IT
Kanpur as their firs{ choice. Be-
sides IIT Bombay, admission
offers among the top 100 stu-
dents have been made to 19 for
1T Delhi, three for Kanpur and
one for Madras. Among the top
10 rankers, eight opted for IT
Bombay, while two chose 1T
Dethi.

“We offer a broad-based kind
of education. The curricelum is
flexible and not regimented and
students have a variety to
choose from, This could be a
reason why HT Bombay's pop-
wlarity has gone up over the
years,” said Avinash Mahajan,
chairman of JEE 2012 from IIT
Bombay.

Many years age, IIT Kanpur
was the most preferred among

it 2017 201
Bowibay. 7 76 6L - 69

2010 20082008 2007

2006 2005
54 500 46 52

*admission offers, 86 listed as 1st choice

Delhi - e o 16
12 fisted as 1st choice

Kanpur 30 4 4 6
1iisted as 1st choice

Madras-- 22 9

1 listed as 1st choice
Guwalmtiz8: 0 - 00
Kharegaur 00 - 0 0
Roorkée -4 g g
(Figutes represent top 100 rankers)

<

229 28 21

{Soureer 1T}

top rankers. However, an analy-
sis of students’ choices in the
fast few years show that IIT
Bombay foliowed by 11T Delhi
are now the top choices. II'T
Kanpur’s popularity among fop
scorers has dipped steadily -
from 17 among the top 100 in
2005 to four in 2011, Further,
while old favourites like Kan-
pur and Madras have slipped, in
the preference list over the last
few years, Guwahati and Roor-
kee have failed to get even one

ameng the first 100; T
Kharagpur had three in 2005
and one in 2007,

The trend has remained con-
sistent since 2005, when 52 of
the top 100 rankers opted for
IIT Bombay, and the institute’s
popularity has becn en a risc.

Tastyear, 70 of the top (0 pre-
ferred to join T Bombay, fob
lowedby 24 at TIT Delhi.
Muftipie factors such as a
flexible curriculum, its location
in the country’s financial hub,
tescarch opportunities, indus-
try interface, facilitics available,

-career avenues and its growing

popularity among top compa-
nies in India and abread and
the recognition of the institute
as a brand globally are some of
the factors that have Jed to this
shift over the past few years, say
experts.

Among the top 498 too, IIT
Bombay is a clear winner with
196 students, followed by 119 at
Deihi, 91 at Kanpur, 55 at
Madras, 36 for Kharagpur and
one at T Roorkee. None of

the top 498 rankers have chosen
the new IITs or Guwahati. A
similar pattern continues
among the top 1,000 which ip-
cludes 285 for Bombay, 224 for
Dethi, 166 for Kanpur, 139 for
Madras, 136 for Kharagpur, 40
for Roorkee and six for Guwa-
hati.

Academicians and students
said the overall ambiance and a
“happening” campus life are
other factors which have con-
tributed {o 1IT Bombay’s in-
creasing popularity, which in-
ciudes popular festivals such as
“Techfest’ and ‘Mood Indigo’.

Among the top 45 women
candidates, 13 have opted for
1IT Bombay, followed by 10 at
Delhi, nine at Kanpur, eight at
Roorkee and five at Madras.
This year, 668 students got the
course and instifutc of their
first choice.

After the first round, 9,500
candidates were aliotted seats
and 6,479 did not get any scat
owing to various reasons. “As
we had decided the qualifying
mark for cach category in ad-
vance, the effective cut-offs for
OBCs, 5Cs and 8Ts were lower
this year. No OBC or SC seat
was left unfilled after first
round, This year, 9,647 seats are
available for admission and 147
are yet to be fifled up. Most of
the vacancies are in PD cate-
gory,” said Mahajan.

Page 27 of 47



HT, Lucknow

WHICH IIT, AND WHY?

- . B
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= The first round of admission counselling ended on Monday.

Factors like academic programmes, placement
opportunities and location of institute come into
play when candidates have to make their choice

First choice among top
100 candidates

2012 W2011

IIT-DeIhiL 12

24
3 1
IIT-Kanpu ri 4
IIT-Mad ras' ;
Institutes’ tally from
top 100 (2012)
IIT—Bombay_ 77
|IT-Delhi | 19
IIT-Kanpur]l 3
IIT-Madras|

Most preferred course

While [IT-Bombay has held
the fancy of JEE candidates
over the last four years, the
course of choice has been
computer science and engg

Institute 2012 2011
IIT Bombay

Comp. Science X 11 [ ki)
& Engineering

Electrical 1,016 1,393
Engineering
Mechanical 874 784
Engineering
Aerospace 539 415
Engineering

T Delhi

Comp. Science pHiL¥.
& Engineering
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MANAGEMENT
STUDIES: AICTE
PLANS ENTRANCE
TEST ABROAD

Vanita Srivastava
| vanita.shrivastava@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The All India Council
for Technical Education
(AICTE) plans to hold a com-
mon management admission
test (CMAT) abroad to help non-
resident Indian (NRI) children
attempt for admission to man-
agement institutes here.

AICTE chairman Dr SS
Mantha said since the first
CMAT in February 2012, many
prospective students abroad
have been enquiring about it.

“We have 3,800 management
schools across the country. We
will target the Gulf countries
which have a good strength of
Indians. Eventually, we will
focus on US and Europe also,”
he said.

At present, Mantha said,
AICTE was working on logis-
tics. “Once that is through, we
will go ahead with our plan. 'm
not sure if we will be able to
make this arrangement when
we conduct the next CMAT in
September. But by next
February, we will be able to con-
duct the exam abroad.”

The CMAT, he said, would
become an alternative option to
the GMAT for NRI students
over the years. “Eventually,
every AICTE-affiliated institute
will have to switch over to
the CMAT.

As many as 50,000 students
appeared for the first CMAT
against a projected figure of
two lakh.

Mantha said there were plans
to increase the number of cen-
tres in India and ensure that
candidates get centres close to
their preferred locations. “ I will
also persuade state universities
also to consider the CMAT for
admission to their institutes.
This will further broaden the
reach of CMAT,” he added.
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Online content censorship up 49%: Google

TIMES NEWE NETWORK

Mew Delhi: As partof itstranspar-
eney report’, Google on Monday
said that it hadrecemwed 101 content
removal requests from Indian au-
thaorities between July and Decem-
ber last vear, asking it to delete 255
items from its websites, Of these,
Just five requests were made by
courts,

Google, whichruns services lile
YouTube and Blogger apart from
the widely used search engine, said
the number marked an increase of
499, in such requests compared
with January-June 2011 period. In
terms of requests made by the gow-
ernment bodies excluding courts,
India topped the listas it sent 96 re-
quests to Google to remove content.
Howrever, i terms of number of
items that governments wanted to
remove, Brazl, US, UK, Germany
and Spain wereahead of India.

According to the Google data,
the company was asked to remove
130 items, including 77 videcs on
Youtube, because they were deemed

defamatory Another 25 items, in-
cluding 24 videos, were considered
hatespeech, The interesting bit was
that of these only 25 1tems — 23 on
the blogs hosted by Google and two
on other Google sites — were con-
sidereddefamatory by acourt.
“This is the fifth data set that
we've released. And just like every
other time before, weve been asked
to takedown political speech,” Do-
rothy Chou, senior policy analyst
wrote at the official Google blog.
“It"s alarmingnotonly because free
expression s at risk, but because
some of these requests come firom

colmitries you might not suspect —
Western democracies not tyvpically
associated with censcrship”

National security and piracy
touted as primary reasons by gov.
ernment officials behind the push
for control on theweb, didn’t lead to
many content removal requests in
India. Google was told to remove on-
Iv two itemns because of copyright
reasons and only 10 videos on You-
Tube because they were considered
a threat to national security At the
same time, the company was told to
remmove 22 items because of imper-
sonation risk and seven items be-
cause the content was “offensive’ to
religions. Also, requests were mare
to remove tacvid eos fiom YouTube
because they were too violent inna-
ture and one tem was deemed por-
nographic.

Ag far as removing the content
was concerned, Googlesaid it com-
plied with 80% requests received
from Indiancourts. But forrequests
made by police or other govern-
ment agencies, it complied i only
26% cases. “For the six months of

data we're releasing today, we com-
phied with an average of 6% of
court orders, as opposed to 47% of
more informal requests,” wrote
Chou.

While Google officials were not
avatable to comment o Monday m
its earlier report the company had
explained that it did not comply
with all requests. “We receved re-
quests from (Indian) state and local
law enforcement agencies to re-
move YouTube videos that dis-
played protests against social lead-
ers or used offensive language in
reference to religious leaders, We
declined the majority of these re-
quests and only locally restricted
videos that appeared toviclate local
laws prohibiting speech that could
incite enmity betwesn commun-
ties," the reportsaid.

Betweenn July and December
Google also received 2,207 requests
from Indian authorities seelking ac-
cess to user data. In total, these re-
quests targeted 2,427 accounts peo-
ple. Google said it complied with
BB requests,
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Govt may soften
stand, asks IIT-
to call meeting

HOPE ON HORIZON IIT-Delhi will conduct senate meeting
to discuss admission exam, among other issues, on June 21

Vanita Srivastava
® vanita.shrivastava@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In what can be
described as a ‘softening’ of
stance, the government has
asked the Indian Institute of
Technology(II'T)-Delhi director
to convene ameeting of the Joint
Admission Board (JAB) to
deliberate on the modalities and
format of the JEE (advanced)
exam.

Besides this, there were indi-
cations that the JEE (advanced)
test could be held on a separate
day, and adopt a subjective for-
mat — in accordance with the
demands of the II'Ts. It was also
speculated that only [ITs would
be granted the responsibility of
conducting the JEE (advanced)
test, meant for the top 50,000
students screened from the JEE
(main) examination.

According to sources, the
manner in which the board
marks would be used to decide
on merit may also be ‘recon-
sidered’. Board marks, on the
other hand, could be used just
as a “filtering” measure —as is
the current norm.

The speculations, however,
can be confirmed only after
the JAB meeting later this
month. If this happens, the gov-
ernment would have fulfilled
most of the major demands of
the IITs.

The premier institutions had
been demanding that board
marks should not be included
in the selection process, and the
JEE (advanced) test should be
subjective — to be conducted
by the II'Ts themselves.

OT-Delhi will conduct a sen-
ate meeting — with the JEE
issue figuring in its list of
agendas — on June 21. “The sen-
ate meeting will discuss issues
related to undergraduate admis-

NEW DELHI: ITT-Kanpur has
decided to open an office in
the United States to recruit
quality researchers and aca-
demicians to the institute.

The proposal was formal-
ly approved at the board
meeting on June 1. This is
probably the first time an [IT
is spreading its wings glob-
ally to attract quality faculty
members. “We have formed
a committee to decide where
the office should be located
by July: It will become oper-
ational by year-end,”
Manindra Agarwal, dean of
Resource, Planning and
Generation told HT.

“Many US and European
universities have offices in
India. We strongly feel that
there is a need to make our
presence felt in a location that
would provide us with lots of
resources. The US willbe an

[IT-Kanpur to open office in US

excellent platform for procur-
ing faculty members and
donations,” he said.

Acknowledging that fac-
ulty shortage is a major chal-
lenge facing [I'T-Kanpur, he
said, “This problem has aris-
en because we cannot com-
promise on quality. Owing to
faculty shortage, we are not
able to offer many courses
too. This has also prevented
us from offering flexibility to
the faculty, and has prevent-
ed us from forming big
research groups.”

Since a large percentage
ofthe faculty comes from the
US, Agarwal said the US-
based office would help tap
prospective candidates. “It
will also act as a catalyst for
raising funds and increasing
research collaboration with
varsities and industry in the
us” NEW DELHI, HT

[T senates hold that
he institutes should have
complete control over the
JEE (advanced) test, and
want a proper debate on

school board marks.

SOMNATH BHARTI
IIT-D Alumni Association head

sion to II'T on June 21,” con-
firmed Dr Sanjeev Sanghi, pres-
ident of the II'T-Delhi Faculty
Forum.

A special senate meeting of
[IT-Kanpur was convened for
the purpose on May 8, during
which it passed a resolution to
conduct aseparate examin 2013,

[IT-Delhi Alumni Association
president Somnath Bharti
maintained that the general
feeling among the IIT
senates was that the exam
should not be held in 2013,

“They also hold that the II'Ts
should have complete control
(not only academic) over the
JEE (advanced) exam, and
there should be proper debate
— based upon data obtained
from school boards — on the
feasibility of giving weightage
to school board marks in the
JEE (mains),” he said

Human resource develop-
ment minister Kapil Sibal is
keen on introducing the
new examination pattern from
next vear.
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CET: Centre to write to IITs

AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, JUNE 19

Despite the resistance from
the 11T faculty as well as
alumni, the government
may soon write to the joint
admission board of the IITs
to prepare the modalities
for conducting the pro-
posed common entrahce
test for admission to engi-
neering programmes under
the new format.

The HRD ministry could
soon ask the joint admis-
sion boards to finalise
modalities of the advance
exam, one of the compo-

The government
may soeon write to
the joint admis-
sion hoard of the
T3 o prepare the
maodalities for the
preposed common
entrance test

nents of the two-tier test
which would be implement-
ed from 2013 onwards.

The development comes
as the Council of Boards of

School Education is also
expected to meet later this
month to discuss issues
related to coordination
among different boards on
matters such as holding the
plus-two board examina-
tions on time and time-
bound declaration of
results, The new system
would take the board
results into consideration
for preparing the merit list,
The IT faculty and alumni
have been opposing the
move tooth and nail,
demanding that the new
system should not be imple-
mented before 2614.

They contend that the

proposed COIMIMon
entrance test would under-
mine the autonomy
enjoyed by the IITs and
dilute the IIT brand.
Indications are that IIT
Delhi senate, which is
expected to meet on June
21, could also follow on the
lines of IIT Kanpur. The lat-
ter has decided to hold its
own entrance test following
its rejection of the new sys-
tem. The faculty federation
has met Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and
voiced its opposition, stat-

"ing that it has been assured

by him that autonomy of
IITs will be maintained.

Indian Express ND 20-Jun-12
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HRD to tell board to begin work on new JEE format

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 19

"UNFAZED by the opposi-
tion mounting against the
new JEE format in the IIT
community, the Human Re-
source Development Min-
istry has begun moving to
take the proposed common
entrance exam forward.

‘Kapil Sibal’s ministry will
write to the IIT Joint Admis-
sicn Board (JAB) to prepare
for the JEE Advanced Test
and start working out the
finer points related to it,
highly placed sources told
The Indian Express. JEE Ad-
vanced is the exam under the
proposed new common en-

trance format that will deter-
mine the final merit list for

IIT admissions.

Since IIT Delhi is cur-
rently handling the JAB posi-
tion, the ministry will send a
communication, asking
them to define fhe “pature,
modalities and timing” of
the exam. The ministry is of
the opinion that it must be
left to the IITs to decide
whether they want a subjec-
tive/objective JEE Ad-
vanced, the nature of ques-
tions to be put, when and
how often the exam should
be conducted, whether or
not they would like collabo-
rationwith CBSE for admin-

istrative assistance or even

whether they would like to
engage a testing agency to
conduct the exam.

The ministry has already
setup groups/committecs to
handle academic, adminis-
trative and test delivery as-
pects among other areas re-
lated to Tholding' the
COMMON entrance exam.

Sibal, who chairs the IIT
Council, had announced on’
May 28 that starting 2013, a
new common entrance exam
format for admission to TI'T5,
NITs, I11Ts and other cen-
trally funded technical insti-
tutes would come into effect.
According to this format,
Class XIT board marks will
be factored in for determin-

ing eligibility of a student
aspiring for admission to an
IIT.

The new JEE will have
two components — JEE
Main (for screening) and
JEE Advanced (for the
final 11T merit list) — with
50 per cent weightage to
Class XII scores at, the
screening stage,

The proposal is being
opposcd by the IIT Senates
and alumni. IIT Kanpur
Senate has gone as far as to
pass a resolution saying that
they would boycott the 2013
common entrance exam
and instead hold their own
JEE.

Members of the All In-

dia IIT Faculty Federation
also met the Prime Minister
last week on the issue and
were assured that the au-
tonomy of II'Ts would not
be compromised. The fed-
eration raised three specific
demands as well — that no
change should be effected
in JEE 2013 and the present
system should continue,
that Senates of II'Ts be al-
fowed to take decision on
admission in ITTs to ensure
the academic autonomy of
the I1Ts and consideration
of board marks from 2014
to be worked out over a pe-
riod of time after analysing
the board data and results
from the dry run.

z
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Centre in no mood to bow to lITs

Prakash Kumar

NEW DELHI: The government
appears unlikely to bow to pres-
sure from a section of ITT fac-
ulty and alumni to dropits pro-
posal for a joint entrance
examination for admission to
centrally-funded engineering
colleges, including 15 premier
technical institutes.

Sticking to the “unanimous”
decision taken by the Couneil
ofthe Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology (ITTs) and other central-

ly-funded technical institutions,
the Human Resource Develop-
ment (HRD) Ministry is mov-
ing fast with preparations to
hold the maiden jointentrance
test in 2013,

The Ministry is likely to write
to the Joint Admission Board
(JAB) of IITs, which is function-
ing from ITT-Delhi, on Wednes-
day to finalise the “nature,
modalities and timings” of the
JEE-Advance test, government
sources said. The IIT Council,
National Institutes of Technol-

ogy (NITs) and Indian Institutes
of Information Technology
(IOT) have unanimously decid-
ed to hold the testin two parts,
JEE-Main and JEE-Advance,
The JAB has been given
“complete control” over the
JEE-Advance test in matters
like paper setting, evaluation,
and preparation of the merit
list as the ranking of candidates
for admission to undergradu-
ate programmes in ITTs would
be based “entirely” on the per-
formance in the JEE-Advance,

“Itis up to the JAB todecide
whether the JEE-Advance
should be conducted the same
day as JEE Main or on different
days,” sources said.

According to the IIT council
decision, the Class XIT Board
marks, normalised on per-
centile basis through an appro-
priate formula, plus the marks
obtained in the JEE-Main ex-
amination, with equal weigh-
tage, would be used by IITs for
screening candidates,

»1ITs, Page 7

Centreinno
mood to bow
tollTs \

IITs, from Page 1

Candidates  screened
through this process will be al-
lowed to take JEE-Advance.

For all other centrally-fund-
ed institutions, there would be
40 per cent weightage for per-
formance in Class XII Board
marks normalised on per-
centile basis through a formu-
la, 30 per cent weightage for
performancein JEE-Mainand
30per cent weightage for JEE-
Advance,

The JEE-Main test will be
multiple choice, objective type
paper, whereas the nature and
modalities of the JEE-Advance
will be determined by the JAB.

The Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE) will
provide the administrative and
logistic support for the conduct
of JEE-Main examination
across the country and only ad-
ministrative support for the
JEE-Advance,
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“The JABhas to decide how
much control it would like to
have over the conduct of JEE-
Advance and to what extent it
would like to have administra-
tive support frem the CBSE,*
government sources said, clar-
ifying the decision of the Coun-
cil

Those students who have ap-
peared in the Class XII Board
examinations in 2012 and wish
toimprove upon their perform-
ance ¢an appear again for the
Board examinations in 2013.
“The CBSE and State Boards
would make appropriate
arrangements to facilitate this
through a special dispensa-
tion,” an HRD Ministry official
said referring to the ITT Coun-
cil’s decision.

As part of the preparation
for the joint entrance test, a
process for co-ordination be-
tween Council of Boards of
School Education in India
(COBSE) for implementation
of the core curriculum in Sci-
ence and Mathematics across
the CBSE, ICSE and State
Boards has also been initiated,
“A meeting of COBSE is likely
to be held in the last week of
this month,” sources said,

DH News Service
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Defiant Sibal goes ahead with combo JEE

IT-Delhi tasked with

devising new format

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA
NEW DELHI

nmoved by recent con-

troversies, the HRD
Ministry is pushing ahead with
the proposed Common
Entrance Test for engineering
colleges, including the presti-
gious ITTs, from the year 2013,

While the Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh has already
conveyed his feelings for main-
taining the autonomy of IITs,
the Ministry has asked the
Joint Admission Board (JAR) of
the Council of I1Ts to prepare
the academic modalities as
soon as possible for the pro-
posed JEE 2013. For the JEE

2013, IIT Delhi has been tasked
to devise the new format.

The Ministry has conveyed
its decision to the JAB in a writ-
ten communication.

On a question whether the
IIT-Kanpur, which had decid-
ed to conduct separate test,
would consider only their score
and ignare scores of the com-
mon test, the official said the
candidate would have the
option to knock the doors of
judiciary. “They cannot ignore
the score of the JEE-Advanced
test conducted by JAB of
Council of IiTs,” he added.

The single entrance test
tops the agenda of the COBSE
{Council of Board of School
Education) meeting on June 28,
two days before the States have
to respond to the new JEE for-
mat by June 30. Interestingly, the

HUT-Delhi Senate meets on
Thursday to discuss the inde-
pendent entrance test pattern on
thelines of IIT-Kanpur in defi-
ance to the HRD Ministry. The
IT-Mumbai Senate, sources
said, would also meet on June

27 to discuss the matter.

The HRD Ministry has
also asked Deemed Universities
across the country to come on
board and consider the single
entrance test for entry in their
institutes offering engineering
degree, The matter has been
listed in the agenda for the
meeting of deemed universities
schedu%ed for June 25, 2012,
The meet would be chaired by
HRD Minister Kapil Sibal.

The departments of high-
er and technical education
have requested the heads of
Deemed Universities to con-
sider the proposal,

“They would be free to join
in the process and have the
autonomy to determine their
own relative weightage to nor-
malised Class 12 marks, per-
formance in JEE-Mains and

JEE-Advanced,” say minutes
of the agenda.

The nature and modalities
of the JEE-Advanced, the suc-
cess in which would enable a
student to secure a berth inan
IIT, would be detetmined by
the JAB of IITs.

“To conduct the JEE-Main
examination an expanded JAB
will be constituted, including
the NIT system, other CFTIs
and State Government repre-
sentatives. But for IITs, there
will be a different JAB drawn
frem Council of IITs, The
process of establishing co-ordi-
nation between COBSE & JAB-
IITs for implementation of the
core curriculum in sciences
and maths across the CBSE,
ICSE and State Boards will be
discussed at June 28 meet.” said
a top HRD official.
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One nation-one test plan
under II'T-B scrutiny

L)
P

TN RAGHUNATHAm MUMBAI

In an effort to break the deadlock over HRD Minister Kapil Sibal's
controversial ‘'one nation-one test' proposal for ITTs and other cen-
trally-funded technical institutes, faculty members of II'T-Bombay
are meeting on Wednesday to discuss various compromise formulae.,
This is the first of the initiatives undertaken after Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh assured the All India IIT Faculty
Federation (AIITTEF) on June 15 that ITTY autonomy would remain
intact. A majority of the IITs are opposing the new exam pattern,
. in which two sets of examinations — the main and advanced exams
- are to be held on the same day and in which 50 per cent weigh-
. tage will be given to Class XII marks. Among the formulae to be
discussed are "if a student has to get admission to IITs, he has to
be in the top 10-20 percentile as per board exams,” a source said.
According to the second formula, the CET examination to be
conducted by the HRD Ministry will be "used to screen and select
the top 50,000-plus students (without considering board perfor-
mance) who will be eligible to give the IIT's own JEE", Third, IITs'
own JEE would be held on a separate date after results of the main
exam. This will be owned and conducted by the IITs. Final merit
list is to be based only on performance of t¥1is JEE subject to the
percentile cut-off. IITs should be allowed to decide the format of
JEE — subjective, objective, machine readable subjective.
If these proposals are incorporated, faculty members are not
averse to intmcf:lctiun of the new exam pattern from 2013 itself,
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of Fake Backwards Back Out of II'T Race

Ctampdown on fake certificates does the trick

SHREYA BISWAS
NEW DELHI

Jdghthundred IIT aspirants
E from the other backward class-

es(OBC), whomade it past the
Joint Entrance Exams, have stopped
shortof pressingtheir claim forthe
coveted admissions this year. Thisis
adirect fallout of the JEE Commit-
tee slamming down on fake certif-
icates. JEE is the body that adminis-
tersjoint entrance exams for all IITs
and afew other institutes.

Of the total4.8lakh students who
appeared forthe JEE, 4,805 OBC can-
didates got through. After the with-
drawals, only 4,000 remained in the

fray for the 2,604 IIT seats available
inthiscategory. All these seats have
justbeenfitled this week in the first
round of counselling.

“A majority (of those who with-
drew)did fear their chances of get-
ting into IITs might fall due to fake
certificates,” says GB Reddy, orga-
nising chairman of IIT-JEE 2012,

Effectively, one outof six OBCcan-
didates who made it past the highly-
competitive exams had pulled outor
requested to be transferred tothe

' general category, where they had to
compete for an IIT seat on merit with-
out the advantage of any reservation.

LifeBan Threat Worked»» 3
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Life Ban Threat
Worked

»»From Page 1 .

Two hundred students asked to be consid-
ered under the general category, withdraw-
ing their claim under the OBC quota for the
first time ever. The remaining 600 students
who had applied under the quotadid notreg-
ister for counselling. This figure is at least
500morethanthe withdrawalsseenlastyear.

This year, IIT-JEE had came down hard
against fake certificates and warned that
such candidates, if detected, would be
barred from IITs for life.

There was also another reason for the with-
drawals. Even within the OBC category,
those coming from families with household
income of less than Rs 4.5 lakh (excluding
salary from a government job and agricul-
ture) are considered under the non-creamy
layer category and are eligible for reserva-
tion for government-sponsored educational
and professional benefit programmes.
There was a proposal to revise this to Rs 9.
lakh and Rs 12 lakh for rural and urban cen-
tres. Butthisdid not materialise. Candidates
who had applied expecting this may also
havepulledoutlater. .

“A warning was issued following some com-
plaints from individuals, after the applica-
tion process started, who called in to say
many candidates who were claiming to be
under the OBC category (non-creamy layer)
did not belong to the category. The commit-
tee then cross-checked with the OBC Com-
mission’s website and found it was true.
Hence, we issued a warning,” says Prof RK
Shevgaonkar, director, IIT-Delhi, which is
the organisinginstitute for thisyear’s JEE.

Students who qualify under different re-
served categories need to submit their cate-
gory certificates by post at the time of coun-
selling.

Registration for counselling in all engi-
neering colleges that accept JEE scores end-
edonJune 10, and thefirstround of finalseat
allotment was announced onJune 17.

About5.071akhstudentshad applied for ITT-
JEE thisyear. Atotal of 8,647seatsareavaila-
ble across 17 institutes, including the IITs,
IT-BHU Varanasiand ISM Dhanbad.




HT, Kanpur

IT-Kanpur to open office in US

NEW DELHI: IIT-Kanpur has
decided to open an office in
the United States to recruit
quality researchers and aca-
demicians to the institute.

The proposal was formal-
ly approved at the board
meeting on June 1. This is
probably the first time an II'T
is spreading its wings glob-
ally to attract quality faculty
members. “We have formed
a committee to decide where
the office should be located
by July. It will become oper-
ational by year-end,”
Manindra Agarwal, dean of
Resource, Planning and
Generation told HT.

“Many US and European
universities have offices in
India. We strongly feel that
there is a need to make our
presence felt in a location that
would provide us with lots of
resources. The US will be an

excellent platform for procur-
ing faculty members and
donations,” he said.

Acknowledging that fac-
ulty shortage is a major chal-
lenge facing II'T-Kanpur, he
said, “This problem has aris-
en because we cannot com-
promise on quality. Owing to
faculty shortage, we are not
able to offer many courses
too. This has also prevented
us from offering flexibility to
the faculty, and has prevent-
ed us from forming big
research groups.”

Since a large percentage
of the faculty comes from the
US, Agarwal said the US-
based office would help tap
prospective candidates. “It
will also act as a catalyst for
raising funds and increasing
research collaboration with
varsities and industry in the
US.” HTC
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Decks cleared
for II'T-Kanpur’s
American office

Haidar Naqvi
mhaidernaqui@hindustantimes.com

KANPUR: IIT Kanpur is all set to
open an office in the US to
attract good researchers and
academicians. A two-member
team reached the US on
Tuesday to finalise the location
for the office. With the overseas
office, IIT-K will be the first in
the country to have a global foot-
print.

“We have formed a commit-
tee and this will decide on the
place where the office should be
located. We are hoping that the
office will start functioning from
July,” Manindra Agarwal, dean
resource, planning and genera-
tion told HT. Notably, the insti-
tute’s board of governors for-
mally cleared the proposal to
open an office in the United
States in its June 1 meeting.

“So many US and European
universities have their offices in
India. We strongly feel that there
is a need to have our presence
at a location that provides us
with lots of resources. The US
will be an excellent platform for
getting faculty and donations,”
he added. He is in the US with
director Prof Sanjay G Dhande,
and has interviewed 20 candi-
dates, shortlisted for various aca-
demic streams.

It may be mentioned that the
proposal for an overseas office
was pushed in the lines with
vision 2030—a plan to tide over
the problem of taculty shortage

and to raise funds for its
research works. To filling up its
two-third of vacancies, the II'T
would have to increase its fac-
ulty strength from 350 to 550 by
2020, and double that by 2030.
This aside, the institute is think-
ing big in terms of increasing its
income from Rs350 crore to
Rs4,000 crore by 2030.

As per sources, the office
would either be set up in New
York or Washington, though the
final decision is yet to be taken.
Initially, the office will have a sec-
retary and a faculty member to
coordinate with the faculty net-
work, run by alumni Raj Bordia,
to build a presence in the US.
Faculty network would works in
tandem with faculty affairs wing
of IIT-K to maintain a good fac-
ulty pool.

Itneeded the ITT-K would add
more objectives for the office
other than tapping good faculty
and donations.

V Chandra Sekhar dean, fac-
ulty affairs, said, “This office will
help the institute greatly in real-
ising its expansion plans. Since
we have a policy of no compro-
mise on quality, it will expose us
to those teachers who really fit
the bill.”

“Shortage of good faculty
indeed is a major issue for us.
The institute wants teachers
with PhDs from reputed uni-
versities and onrelevant topics.
They should also have research
papers published in the inter-
national journals,” he said.
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5 students of II'T
Ropar placed for
145-lakh package

Bahadurjeet Singh

m chdlivedesk@hindustantimes.com

RUPNAGAR: Five students of the
first batch of Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT), Ropar,
have been placed on annual
package of Rs 45 lakh ($80,000
approx) per annum by US-
based companies during a place-
ment drive on the campus.

Divya Sharma, BTech, CSE,
2008 batch; Prateek Garg,
Tushar Gupta and Shashank
Sharma got placement in US-
based software company Epic
Systems while [shan Chhabra
got placement in another US-
based firm Rocketfuel on a
salary package of Rs 45 lakh
per annum.

More than 20 reputed com-
panies and banks both indige-
nous and foreign like Microsoft
India Development Centre,
Infosys Ltd, Ericsson India
Gobal Services Pvt Ltd,
Impetus, Samsung, Bank of
India, BPCL, MU-Sigma, Pay
Pal/e-bay India Pvt Ltd had
participated in the placement
drive.

"About 87% of students of
the first batch have got place-
ment in reputed companies on
an average salary package of
Rs8.5 lakh per annum with
highest package of Rs 45 lakh
per annum, which is quite
remarkable for a newly estab-
lished IIT," said Prabhsharan
Singh, training and placement

hout 87% of students
of the first batch have
got placement in reputed
cOmpanies on an average
salary package of
36.5 lakh per annum

PRABHSHARAN SINGH
placement officer, lIT Ropar

officer, II'T Ropar.

"All the students of CSE had
got placement, as there was
greater demand for them, while
most of the students of other
two streams electrical engi-
neering and mechanical engi-
neering also got placement.
Some of the students of these
streams, who were offered jobs
by the companies, had gone
abroad for higher studies," said
Singh.

However, he said many stu-
dents of these two streams
refused to appear in the tests
for the placement due to low
salary package offered by some
companies.

IIT, Ropar, had started func-
tioning in 2008 on its transit
campus offering only three
courses, including computer
science and engineering (CSE),
electrical engineering (EE) and
mechanical engineering (ME)
with a strength of 40 students
each. The first batch of the stu-
dents passed out from the
Institute this year.
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The enigma of Indian engineering

James Trevelyan

y time in South Asia has re-

warded me with an enigma:

why is engineeririg so expen-

sive here? Why is it often many

times more expensive than in Australia, my
home? o

My search for answers led me to shanty

towns on the fringes of mega-cities. We com-

pared an award winning Indian factory mak-

ing car parts for Detroit and Stuttgart witha

leading Australian factory supplying parts
for the mining industry, My Indian PhD stu-
dent spent months with engineers in both
countries, broadening his focus to water util-
ity engineers and small to medium engineer-
ing firms. His knowledge of local dialects and
customs was critical.

He related a typical meeting. A young en-
gineer quietly reported zero production
from the machines in his production cell. His
manager asked why but he remained silent.
Both knew the reason. The machine oper-
ators were newly hired day-labourers be-
cause the previous ones had exceeded their
180-day limit. Other engineers said their ma-
chines were still not fixed by the mainte-
nance crews. The manager sighed: he would

have to raise if with his boss later, Direct

authority from the plant manager would be
needed to move the maintenance head into
action.

Daily struggle

Discussions with water utility engineers
revealed their daily struggle to coordinate
valve operators who turn on water for an
hour at a time every two days in different
wards in their city district. Their mobile
numbers are well known in the district: the
more influential residents will call them at
any time of the day with complaints or re-
quests, They have to personally “twist arms”
of recalcitrant customers to get them to pay
bills, or have their sewerage line blocked at
the same time as the water is disconnected.
“That usually makes them pay up quicker,”
they told us, Sewerage seeps from tens of
thousands of such broken and half repaired
connections into the scheme water lines,

At a government school in the city out-
skirts, the principal showed me the smelly
green water dribbling from the pipe into a
below-ground tank. With no toilet or usable
water, the children and staff left after a con-
ple of hours. I glanced at the forest of anten-
nas atop the brand-new mobile phone tower
I could see beyond the school wall.

. Today, mobiles are everywhere in South
Asiaand can cost less than I cent per minute
for talk time. '

Villagers on the Rawalpindi outskirts told
me they had paid up to Rs. 50,000 to install
their own wells with hand pumps. Before I
helped install an electric pump at their high
school, ironically called “Thanda Pani”, the

. children had to.carry water in buckets for up
to an hour a day just to use the toilets.

, ‘A narrow education is making engineers -

oblivious to the importance of human
interaction and raising the cost of even

simple tasks

To understand why villagers would pay so
much for a hand pump, I turned to devel-
opment economics. The ‘shadow price’ cost
of unpaid labour can predict the economic
cost for women to carry water from nearby
wells or district water taps. Rs. 13 per hour
doesn’t sound like much. Yet, a one hour
round trip to carry heme an average of 17
litres of water, often with extra time and fuel
toboil it, results in abulk water cost of about

Rs. 1200 per tonne. Today, ultra-clean pota-

ble water is being delivered to my house in
Perth at a total cost of about Rs. 80 per
tonne.

I have checked, rechecked and double
checked my data because I was so surprised
at this difference. No matter which method
you use — a hand pump, bribing government
carriers to bring water when you need it,
buying it in 20 litre plastic containers — safe
drinking water is many times the cost in
Perth,

Energy also costs many times more, With
intermittent supplies, one needs a UPS or
generator to run electrical equipment- re-
liably. In addition, electric machines are
usually inefficient and poorly maintained so
it can be four-five times as expensive to
achieve the same results as in Australia. Bulk
users like steel plants have reported to me
that they face twice the electric energy cost
of their competitors in industrialised

. .countries. : ) .
., How could South Asian electricity and wa-

ter services be so expensive and phones so
cheap? " ,
Could corruption explain this? Reliable

, sources estimate the additional cost at 15-25

per cent. However Australia is not immune:
dishonest behaviour imposes significant ex-
tra costs there as well, .

There had to be other factors.

First-hand experience employing local
engineers in South Asia taught me to reca-
librate Australian performance expecta-
tions, even though they had degrees from the
best foreign and local universities. This led
me to the possibility that differences in engi-
neering practice are a major contributing

factor, the ways that enginéers perform their-

work. .

My research ran into an unexpected snag.
When 1 started, there were almost no de-
tailed research reports on engineering prac-
tice, anywhere. To cover this gap, my
students and I interviewed and shadowed
engineers #cross the region. Now we have
s0me answers.

Many people think engirieering is applied
science. It works the same in Perth, Pune,
Paris or Pocheon: you will get the same re-
sults from the same experiments.

However, engineering is much more than
applied science. Engineering is a coordinat-
ed social performance of many people with
the technical expertise distributed among
them, like an orchestra. Social interactions
constrain the results just as the strength of
steel limits the height of our tallest
buildings.

In South Asia, hierarchical prganisations,
language differences, and deep social chasms
disrupt the performance. For instance, arti-
sans will only speak when asked, and will
keep silent if speaking means loss of face for
superiors.

It turns out that engineering education,
around the world, is almost blind to the real-
ities of practice. We found 40 other critical
aspects that educators inadvertently miss or
misrepresent. As a result, young engineers
seem oblivious to the subtleties needed to
coordinate people and their education

seems to impair their ability to learn. Ttturns .

out that skills like this distinguish the few
truly expert engineers.

It is no surprise, therefore, that most -

young engineers stumble into their first jobs,
often feeling incompetent. There is no point
blaming educators: it is just an accident that
only a tiny number of research studies have
I;iried to work out how engineering is actually

one. sat et s et
, A few expert South Asian engineers have

ot "

overcome these education barriers, and they
earn salaries higher than their counterparts
in Australia. This is no surprise: they make
their enterprises work. Sadly, most young
Indian engineers never have a chance to
learn their unwritten skills. Even though
students in Australian engineering schools
learn equally few practical skills, there are
enough experienced engineers in most firms
for young engineers to emulate.

In Australia, a copious water supply and
sanitation takes around 2 per cent of the
economic resources of a family. In South
Asia, barely enough potable water to survive
can take 20-40 per cent of a family’s eco-
nomic resources. Effective engineering in
Australia accounts for much of the
difference.

Therefore, it is not the lack of money that
influences national poverty as ineffective
engineering that imposes crippling high
costs for water, energy and other essential
services. Good engineering liberates human
effort for social developments such as gov-
ernance, healthcare, education, social ser-
vices and even recreation.

Mobile phone revolution

The mobile phone revolution has trans-
formed expensive, corrupt, inefficient gov-
ernment monopelies with appalling service
into thriving, profitable enterprises provid-
ing high quality service at minimal cost,
around the world. India is no exception.

Although we can’t be sure, there seem to
be some key human factors. First, mobile
technology increases investor confidence:

people can’t steal the service without paying,

The phone won’t work without a pre-paid
card or reliable credit, Second, the technol-
ogy provides reliable and efficient ways to
collect a vast number of small payments and
reassures users that their credit will be se-
cure, Third, the social chasms between engi-
neers and the technicians who work with the
equipment are easier to surmount than in

. the case of water and electricity. Fourth, the

saving in time, measured as an economic
value, more than makes up for the cost for
users. .

Success has come from human factors in~
visible to most engineers, inadvertently
blinded by their education,

I think the next engineering revolution
will be based on understanding people. We
have come quite far with rather little under-
standing among engineers: just a little more
could lead to large improvements. A new
engineering revolution could consign pover-
ty to history, and also enable us tolive within
the capacity of this planet to support human
civilisation. It needs to come soon.

(James Trevelyan is Winthrop Professor
in the school of Mechanical and Chemical
Engineering at the University of Western
Australia. His book How to Become an Ex-
pert Engineer is due to be published later
thisyear) . - .. .- .
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Disability, as measured
by whatever yardstick

PRITHA CHATTERJEE
NEW DELHL JUNE 19

EVENTEEN years after an
Act was introduced to pro-
vide equal opportunities to
the disabled, inconsistency
continues to plague the process of
evaluating just how much a per-
sonis disabled. Disability is today
expressed in percentage terms
but a uniform system of certifi-
cation eludes the country.

A candidate whose loco-
motive disability was certified
at 40 per cent by the Darb-
hanga Medical College, au-
thorised for this purpose by
the Bihar government,
ranked 113 in IIT-JEE this
year under the general
physically handicapped
category. Yet, during
counselling, he was
found unfit for admission
because a medical board
comprising AIIMS doctors ruled
his disability was only 23 per cent.

In 2003, an MBBS student diag-
nosed with a focomotive disability
was denied admission by Delhi Uni-
versity to a postgraduate course, his
certificate from the state govern-
ment’s Lok Nayak Hospital notwith-
standing. And in 2007, a partially
blind student of Delhi University was
denied a writer to assist her in exams,
though astate government certificate
had put her vision loss at 50 per cent.

At the centre of such disputes are
candidates who, eyeing the 3 per cent
reservation under the Disability Act,
invariably have certificates from

state medical colleges but then ~ ["I"[/"i"|

find these rejected by boards
appointed by central institutes.

This year, Delhi University abol-
ished its medical board and declared
that a certificate from any govern-

ment medical college would do. Dr
Bipin Tiwary, dean of students’ wel-
fare in DU’s wing for the physically
handicapped, says, “A question we
raised was that being a government
university, how can we doubt the in-
tegrity of certificates issued by our
own government hospitals? This
double examination causes undue
harassment for students,”

But the IITs and the IIMs, the
UPSC, AIPMT, AIIMS, JIPMER,
and JNU all insist on a double check.
“If we cansit for the entrance on the
basis of our existing certificate, why
dowe need to go through an examina-
tion by a separate board after we
qualify in the same entrance?” says
Amit Kumar, the IIT aspirant who
lost out this year. IIT authorities say
their rules are advertised before-
hand. “If the candidate had a prob-
lem with the rules, he should not have
applied, or should have protested
earlier,” says Dr G B Reddy, IITT-JEE
chairperson.

RIGHT TO CERTIFY

In 2002, the Delhi High Court ob-
served that though the Persons with
Disabilities Act, 1995, stipulates that a
medical board specified by notifica-
tions will be authorised to issue dis-
ability certificates, no such notifica-
tions had been passed till then. This
was after a petition by an NGO. “For
the last more than six years, it did not
occur to the authorities that the ba-
sic requirement is to specify such
medical authorities by means of a no-
tification,” the court observed.

The court identified nine govern- -

differ in assessing
the degree of a

Why various hospitals
and medical boards at
institutes of learning

candidate’s disability

CR SASIKUMAR

ical medicine and rehabilitation at
Safdarjung Hospital, insists the 2009
guidelines are specific. “When other
states follow their own rules, it cre-
ates disputes. We do not
have this problem
within our depart-
ment, but we usu-
ally give certifi-
cates only to
patients who have
been treated in our
OPD, except in
medico-legal cases.”
And, says JNU’s
dean of students’ wel-
fare  Prof  Abdul
Nassey, “Different
states still follow differ-
entrules, even though all
certifications are from
government  hospitals.
The medical officer in our
health centre evaluates
these candidates again, to
factor in these variations
and take the final decision.”
The tests are standard in
visual disability, for instance.
However, says AIIMS’s opthal-
mology head Dr R V Azad, “It
depends on how the doctor fac-
tors in small margins, say the differ-
ence between 6/16 and 6/18. If small
centres do not have the facilities for
all tests, they may be doing their own
thing... We have so many rules. We
have the WHO rules for certifying
blindness, we have our own rules un-
der the National Blindness Control
Programme, and we have a com-
pletely different set of guidelines from
the Ministry of Social Jus-

o e e i e e o |

CHECKLIST

UNDER CENTRAL GUIDELINES, THESE
ARE THE VARIABLES TO CHECK FOR
LOCOMOTORDISABILITY
MSTRENGTHOFMUSCLE ~ [ ™"
WRANGE OF JOINT MOTION
MCOORDINATION

WSTABILITY

MLIMB LENGTH DISCREPANCY
MHAND FUNCTION

WSENSATION

BDEFORMITY

WPAIN, INFECTION etc.

LI B R |

FACTORS such as amputation, congenital
loss of limb, neurological conditions,
dwarfism

VISION DISABILITY
MACUITYOFVISION -~

WFIELD OF VISION

RHEMIANOPIA, or loss of vision in one
side of either eye, as a result of neurologi-
cal disorders

MALTITUDINAL DEFECT (in lower field)

HEARING DISABILITY
BHEARING LOSS IN dB IN EACH EAR
W SPEECH DISCRIMINATION

ment hospitals in Delhi; this was fol-
lowed by a Central directive that gov-
ernment hospitals across the country
would be authorised to issue such cer-
tificates. But a survey in 2010 found
barely 35 per cent of the disabled had
managed a certificate.

In December 2009, the Act was
amended and fresh guidelines issued,
aimed at decentralising the proce-
dure. On paper, the issuing authority
was changed from a medical “board”
to an “authority”. A list of central
government hospitals was notified to
issue certifications for three kinds of
disabilities — locomotive, visual and
hearing. A tiered system was created
under which “obvious” disabilities
could be certified by even primary
and community health centres; “non-
obvious” disabilities examined by a
single specialist; multiple disabilities
checked by a board set up for that.
Three years on, no hospital among
ATMS, Safdarjung, PGI Chandigarh

ing disability in p ges. It
set a deadline for issuing a certificate
—between aweek and a month of re-
quest — but at AIIMS, say, the waiting
list runs into months. Besides, the ob-
jective of decentralisation is defeated
by the fact that no state other than
Gujarat, Bihar, Goa and Tamil Nadu
has notified the new rules.

DISCREPANCIES

Says Dr Anoop Raj, head of the
ENT department at Maulana Azad
Medical College associated with Lok
Nayak Hospital, “Now we have
formed a general rule in our depart-
ment. We don’t let our doctors con-
sult past certificates of candidates,
because we found they were getting
influenced.”

In ENT, doctors say they do au-
diometry tests if loss of hearing is ob-
vious, a speech test if there is any
room for doubt, and a brain response

and JIPMER has made a single-spe-
cialist decision. Doctors say a board
helps reach “consensus” in a dispute.

The amendment also saw the first
official guidelines being released for

system for evaluation, “A district hos-
pital will have an audiometry test but
not the more advanced tests. These
are the problems that create differ-
ences,” Dr Raj says.

Dr Nonica Laisram, head of phys-

PN tice and Empowerment
for certifying disability.”

DISPUTE

Reena Bhatia, who was denied a
writer by DU in 2007, says, “On the
one hand we are told that even pri-
mary health centres are authorised.
But I had a certificate from a state
medical college, and even that did
not satisfy the university.”

Doctors from states accuse the
Centre of a “hedonistic attitude”.
“When our institute, which has gov-
ernment authorisation, says the stu-
dent is disabled, what right has the
1IT to subject him to a second exami-
nation, and actually counter our
claims?” says Dr Suraj Nayak, med-
ical superintendent at Darbhanga
Medical College. “We follow all stan-
dard guidelines.” AIIMS doctors
who examined Amit Kumar felt his
condition could have improved
through surgery.

A Delhi High Court judgment in
2003 had certified that the decision
of a government medical college
would be binding and always override
boards set up by institutions. “On a
conjoint reading of Section 58 of the
Disabilities Act and Rule 4 of the
Disability Rules, it will be crystal
clear that individual universities, in-
stitutions or establishments have no
alternative but to accept a certificate
issued by the medical boards consti-
tuted by the governments,” the court
had observed.

University authorities say they
double check for fear that the disabil-
ity clause has been misused. Yet, as
Dr Tiwary of DU points out, “Such
misuse is possible in all reservations.
‘We have so many cases of fake caste
certificates being generated... Views
ing the disabled with this suspicion is
not justified.”
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PWD to conduct temporary repairs

BAD ROADS Officials say roads need certain temperature to be laid and that work can be done only after monsoon is over

Neslam Pandey n ) &

M neelzm.pandey@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHE: With monsoon just a
couple of weeks away, Delhi's
Public Works Department
(PWD) has started temporary
repair work on roads trans-
ferred to them from the unified
Municipa! Corporation of Delhi
(MCD).

A recent study commissioned
by the department had revealed
shortcomings in a majority of
these roads.

But what could wonder why
just temporary repair work.
PWD efficials said the decision
was taken keeping in mind that
proper work on these roads will
start only after the monsoon as
the roads have to be laid at a
particular temperature,

"As a temporary measure, we
have already started repairing
the roads that have been trans-
ferred from the unified MCD or

300 kmi capproximately)
out of 745 km handed over
from MCD surveyed
Deficiencies found

Heavily cracked sections,
deficiency In thickness of the
roads, deficiency in bitumi-
nous macadam, general
specifications of laying the
roads not followed, all the
layers of the roads are weak
and need strengthenlng

else they will spell trouble for
Delhi’s motorists durmg the
monsoon. Once the rainy sea-
son is over, we will start con-
striction work, We have asked
for funds from the Delhi gov-
ernment for the same," said a
PWD official.

CARRYING FORWARD MCD'S BURDEN .-

A survey found that most roads are in bad condition

NAME OF SOME OF

THE ROADS

Deshbandhu Gupta Road, Patel
Road, Pankha Road, New Rohtal
Road, DDA office Flood Drain to
Dabri Nasirpur Road, Military
Road, Punjabi Bagh junction to

Zakhira Roundabout, Najafgarh .

Road from Raja Garden Junction
to Zakhira Roundabout, Road

number 63 to Sewa Dham,  *
Najafgarh Dhansa Road

Experts from the Centrai
Road Institute (CRRD),
Indian Instxtute Bf Technology
(IIT) Roorkea and Delhi
Technical University (DTU),
who had carried out a joint
study of the roads, have rec-
ommended steps that are need-

ed to be taken for strengthen-
ing of the roads.

Experts warn that the con-
dition of city roads is likely to
further deteriorate with the
monsoon.

"Appropriate road material
specifications, right cross slope

fayers of the road
fter five years but in
% the roads tested all

 found to be weak

and temperature at which the
road should be laid have to be
followed to ensure longevity. We
have made three alternative
recommendations as to how
these roads should be strength-
ened," they added.

Apart from not undertaking

specific maintenance at regu-
lar intervals that has weakened
the various layers, the study has
also blamed the growth of traf-
fic for deterioration of the roads.

"The study found that there
were a lot of deficiencies in the
roads. A road is not just a black
surface; there are four distinct
layers that make a road. During
the investigation, it was found
that almost all the roads need-
ed major strengthening. It
seems that timely maintenance
interventions following various
Indian Roads Congress codes
were not undertaken to match
the growth in traffie, which has
resulted in deteriorated road
condition,” said experts from
IIT Roorkee.

Pointing out the deficiencies,
they added, "Deficiencies
were found in the thickness of
the top biturninous layer and
there were alot of cracks of dif-
ferent types.”
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2013 Tata Institute of Social Sciences and two US institutes to set

up education academy at Penn to address Indian education needs

Vanita Srivastava

m vanita.shrivastava@hindustanilmes.com

NEW DELHE: Institutes in India and
the US will join hands to create
a pool of trained mid-career aca-
demicians, so they could be
groomed into potential leaders
as part of a long-term objective
to strengthen the Indian educa-
tional structure.
. The Penn State’s Center for
the Study of Higher Education
(CSHE), in association with
Rutgers University and Tata
Institute of Social Sciences
(TISS) in Mumbai, will host an
Indian Higher Education
Academy at Penn State in 2013
to specifically address the needs
of Indian higher education and
build academic leaders.

This is part of a proposal, for
which the three institutions were
awarded the Obama-Singh 2lst
Century Knowledge Initiative

-Grant, as announced by US
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
recently. Robert M Hendrickson,
interim director and senior sci-
entist at the Centre For Study of

THE PLAN

» Besides onsite sessions from
May 19 to May 23, 2013, at Penn
State, six virtua! sessions would
be scheduled during the
2013-2014 on topics salected -
by the parficipants

= As many as 30 heads from the
Indian higher education field are
expected fo participate inthe

academy.

»

Higher Education, Penn State
University, told HT that besides
onsite sessions from May 19 to
May 23, 2013, at Penn State, six
virtual sessions would be sched-
uled during the 2013-2014 on top-
ics selected by participants.

As many as 30 heads from the
Indian higher education field are
expected to participate in the
academy. Elaberating further,
Prof Hendrickson said, “The
academy has been set up to pro-
vide foundational knowledge to
help academic administrators
of higher education institutions

become more effective admin-
istrators of academic units.
Several higher education lead-
ers and vice-chancellors from
India will be present at the
Academic Leadership Acadeny,
to be held from June 24 to June
28. They will help put topic areas
in an Indian context for the 2013
India Academic Leadership
Academy”

Speaking on the matter, he

. said, “The Academic Leadership

Academy was originally devel-
oped to address the problem of
developing leadership vacuum

created by the retirement of 50% .

academic leaders in the US.
With the development of new
post secondary institutions in
India, there is a growing need
for quality academic leadership”
Tata Institute of Social
Sciences professor B Vehkatesh
Kumar, who is the project leader
from the Indian side said: “We
will identify potential candidates
from universities and institutes
who are mid-career, and then
put them through a process of
training and mentoring.”
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US regains
top spot
for fastest
supercomp

Washington: An IEM super-
computer developed for US
government nuclear simula-
fions and to study climate
change and the human ge-
nome has been recognized as
theworld s fastest.

The announcement on
Monday at the 2012 Interna-
tional Supercomputing Con-
ference in Hamburg, Germa-
ny recognized Sequoia, an
IBEM BlusGene/g) system in-
stalled at the Department of
Energy's Lawrence Liver-
more Mational Laboratory,

The machine deliverad
16.22 petaflops — a petaflop
cquating to a thousand trl-
licn operations — per second.
Sequoia is primarily forsimu-
lationsused toensure thesafe-
tv and reliability of US nucle-
arweapons. It also iz used for
research into astronomy hu-
man genome science and cli-
matechange. Sequoia pips Fu-
Jitsu's K Computer” installed
at the RIKEN Advanced Insti-
tute for Computational Seci-
ence in Kobe, Japan, which
dropped to number two at
10.51 petaflops per secaond.

Anew Mira supercom put-
er which is also part of the
IBM BlueGene/Giseries at Ar-
gonne National Laboratory in
Nlinois, was third fastest. e



